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God glorious in vifiting the iniquities 


of “fathers upon shear children. 


Thoughts on Luke xi. 49—51. 


“© Therefore faid the wifdom 
of God, I will fend them prophets 
and apoftles, and fome of them 
they fhall flay and perfecute : 
That the blood of all the pro- 
phets, which was fhed from the 
foundation of the world, may be 
required of this generation: From 


the blood of Abcl unto the blood | ~- 


of Zacharias, which perifhed be- 
tween the altar and the temple: 
Verily I fay unto you, it fhall be 
required of this generation,”? 


T has been thought, that the 
fentiment contained in thefe 
words, mult be very different from 
the common acceptation of fuch 
exprefious, or that it is difficult 
to reconcile it with divine juitice. 
An attempt will now be made, to 
(how the true fon iment expreffed, and 
to. fo Poor | that th:s mode of devine ad- 
um} ration is co n fife nt with perfec } 
htude, and ts exceedingly glorious. 
“Tt is conceived th: it the fen- 
timent here expreiud by Jelus 
Clift is, that that generation of 


the Tews would the 
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church of God, and that in con- 
fequence of this guilt, by which 
the meaiure of “their iniquitics 
would be full, God would bring 
upon that nation the moft dread- 
ful judgments ; and would render 
them the more awful and exem- 
plary, on account of ail the guilt 
of this kind which had ever been 

contracted, from the foundation 
of the world, viliting upon them 
the iniguitics of all former perfe- 
cutors, rand giving a decided man- 





ifeftlation of his abhorrence of all 
this kind of wickednefs, by the 
effets of his wrath upon them 3 
aud that the then prefent generae 
tion fhould not pafs away, until 
all thefe things fhould be accom 
plifhed. Or in other words, that 
in confequence of their perfecu- 
tions, God would bring them to 
a reckoning for all former perfe- 
cutions. 
Several things will be noticed 
to fhow that this is the import of 
the words under confideration.— 
Firit: This appears from the 
words themfelves. They form a 
plain correct fentence, perfeétly 
intelligible ; there is no ambiguity 
in the expreflion, it is capable of 
no other conltruétion. Ourz Lord 
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202 God glorious in 4 afi ting the iniquities of Fathers 


meant that the Jews fhould under- 

itand that fuch judgments would 

be poured out uponthem, as fhould 

give a public m: inifettation of di- 

vine wrath, for all former perfe- 
cutions. 

That this is the true fenfe of 
the words is further evident from 
the eftablifhed and avowed princi- 
ple of divine adminiftration, which 
Cod has adopted, and plainly and 
abundantly revealed in his word. 
This is the character which he 
gives of himfelf in the tecond 
commandment : ¢ J the Lord thy 
God ama jealous God, villting 
the iniquities of the fathers upon 
the children, unto the third and 
fourth generation ot them that 
hate me.? The fame idea 1s here 
expreffed ; if children hate God, 
the fins of their anceftors for 
three or four generations fhall be 
vifited upon them. God will re- 

member thofe i iniquities when pun- 
thing their polterity in temporal 
judgments, and deal with them 
the more feverely on that account. 


Befides : there are a multitude 


of facts of this kind recorded in 
the bible. —Immediately after the 
apottacy, God began his dealings 
with the world on this principle. 
«© By one man fin entered ito 
the world, and death by fin, and 
fo death hath paffed upon all 
men, for that all have finned.” 
It is a token of God’s abhor- 
rence of Adam’s apollacy, that 
all his pofteri ity begin their exiit- 
ence depraved in heart and prone 
to tm—fhapen in iniquity, and 
conceived in fin, 
their fin, diath paffes Yee all. 
This takes place in confequence 
of the terit tranfyrefiion yal nd is 
an awful manifeitation of God’s 
wrath on that) account.—The 
next initance of the kind, which 
fhall be here mentivacd, was the 
univerfal deluge. 





and by reatfon of 
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and ‘twenty years before it was 
fent, God threatened the world 
on account of their great wicked. 
nefs, that his {pirit fhould not al. 
ways ilrive with man, but that 
his days fhould be an hundred and 
tweniy years. ‘The earth had 
long been filled with violence ; all 
ficth had corrupted their w ays ihe 
fore God, and every imagination 
of thcir hearts was evil continual. 
ly ; Py the divine forbearance 
latte ; God prolonged their op. 
portunity to become reconciled 
to him, until i in an ordinary courfe 
of providence, millions died, and 
millions were born ; and thea 
God reckoned with the world, 
and brought into view all their 
former iniquities, and executed 
his vengeance for the whole upon 
that generation, in which millions 
were in childhood and infancy. 

And God’s wrath appeared the 
more vindictive becaufe he did 
not {pare even the brutal creation, 
but let loofe his indignation upon 
every thing which was not houfed 


in the ark, 





Sodom and the cities in its 
neighborhood, furnifh another in- 
{lance of the kind. The inhabit. 
ants had long been notorious for 
wickednefs, aud God is reprefent- 
ed as coming down to attend to 
it, and he has made them all ei- 
famples to us, fuffering the ven- 
geance of eternal fire. The ine 
fants perifhed with the older fin- 
ners, and on account of their 
wickednefs ; the beafts were not 
{fpared, and even the very land is 
faid to have become a poifonous 
bituminous lake, called the Dead 
Sea. 

Egypt is alfo an example o 
the ae nature. Not only the 
firlt bara, old or young, were all 
fh ain, but God poured out his to- 


keus of vengeance upon the fer- 
’ a! - 
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tion; the fith of the river died, 
and the foldiers, captains and the 
whole army were deitroyed. God 
reckoned with them as he had 
foretold to Abraham that he 
would do, when he faid, ¢ Know 
of a furety, that thy feed fhall be 
a ftranger in a land that is not 
theirs, and fhall ferve them, and 
they fhall affliét them four hundred 
years: and alfo that nation whom 
they fhall ferve will I judge.’ 
By this it appears, that all the 
atlictions of the Ifraedites for fev- 
cral generations, were remembered 
in judgment againit the genera- 
tion of Egyptians which lived in 
the days of Mofes. God had 
become weary of withholding, 
and brought his judgments upon 
them, for all the crueltics which 
Ifrael had received for ages patt. 
The commiffion which God 
gave to Mofes and his fucceflors 
againft the Canaanites, was to cut 
off every man, woman and child : 
and it was exprefsly given on ac- 
count of the wickednefs of thofe 
nations, which had been accumu- 
lating for ages. Inthe days of 
Abraham God faid, * The iniquie | } 
ty of the Amorites is not yet full.’ 
And he gave this as the reafon 
why his potterity fhould not pof- 
fefs their land which was prom- 
ifed, until the fourth generation. 
At that time it had become full, 
and divine forbearance could con- 
tinue nolonger. And God com- 
manded his people to exterminate 
them all—root and branch. Here 
God vifited the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children, and 
reckoned with them for their na- 
tional wickednefs, which had been 
increafing for ares. 
Mofes alfo folemnly admonifh- 
ed Ufrael, ¢ That if they thould 
rebel againft God, the fruit of 
their bodies fhoukd be curfed— 
‘hey flaould beget fons and daugh- 





upon their Children. 
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ters, but they fhould go into caps 
tivity-—fhould be given unto 
another people,—and that they 
fhould eat the fruit of their own 
bodies.’ And thus their children 
would fuffer on account of the 
wickednefs of thcir parents, and 
ofthe nation at large : which has 
already come to pfs. 

The children of Korah and his 
party were all {wallowed up in 
the opening earth, on account of 
the fins of their parents. Fear- 


| ful judgments were denounced on 





| 





the pofterity of Eli, to remote 
generations, on account of the in- 
iquity of his houfe, which con- 
tinued to be accomplifhed till the 
reign of Solomon, when Abia- 
thar was thruft out from being a 
prieft unto the Lord. 

When Ifrael came out of 
Egypt, the Amalekites affaulted 
them, for which their pofterity 
fuffered fo long after as the reign 


of Saul. * Samuel alfo faid unto 
Saul, Thus faith the Lord of 


hofts, I remember that which 
Amuaieck did to Ifrael, how he 
laid wait jor him in the way, when 
he came up from Egypt. Now 
go, and {mite Amalek, and ut- 
terly deitroy all that they have, 
and fpare them not ; but flay 
both man and woman, ‘jafant and 
fuckling, ox and fhecp, camel and 
Vive of Saul’s pofterity 
were alfo hanged for his perfidi- 
oufnefs to the Gibconites; and 
there was alfo a famine upon all 
frael on that account, after Saul 
had long been dead. 

Another itriking example of 
this nature is the plague which 
was fo fore upon Ifrael, in con- 
fequence of the fin of David ia 
numbering them. No fewer than 
feventy thoufand died. David: 
was tenfible that it was ia coafe. 
quence of his fins, as appears by 
his interceflion that God would 


afs.’ 























204 


punifh him, and not the people, 
jn which he pleads for them, fay- 
ing, ‘ But as for thefe fheep, what 
have they done.’ The fins of 
Manaffeh were vifited upon Judah 
in the Babylonian captivity, long 
after he and his agents were dead. 
Jehoakim rebelled avainlt Nebu- 
chadnezzar, fo that the remnant 
of Judah might be deflroyed, 
« Surely, fays God, at the com- 
mandment of the Lord came this 
vpon Judah to dellioy it—to re- 
move them out of his fight, for 
the fins of Manaffeh, according 
to all that he did, and alfo for 
the innocent blood that he fhed, 
(for he filled Jerufalem with in- 
nocent blocd) which the Lord 
sould not pardon,” Nehemiah 
alfo juftifes God in his wrath a- 
gaintt Judah, on account of the 
fins of their kings, princes, prietts 
and fathers, who kept not the law 
of God, nor hearkened unto his 
commandments, which is afligned 
as the reafon of their captivity.— 
One particular reafon piven for 
the Babylonian captivity is, that 
the land of Judea might enjoy its 
Sabbaths. God commanded that 
every feventh year fhould be a 
Sabbath, ard the land fhould nor 
be tilled. But iu, four hundred 
and ninety years this ¢ocmand 
had been difregarded. ‘I'he land 
had been fo long defrauded of iis 
feventh-year Sabbaths, aud we are 
told that the captivity was ¢ ‘l’o 
fulfil the word of the Lord, by 
the mouth of Jeremiah, unti! the 
land had enjoyed her Sabbaths ; 
for as long as fhe lay defolate the 
kept Sabbaths, to fulfil threefeore 
and ten vears.? So that at that 
eaptivity, that generation fuffered 
for the fins of thciz anceftors, for 
Sour hundred and ninety years 
back. 

Befides: The whole nation of 
the Tews have now, for more than 
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i terve for their own fins. 
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| feventeen hundred years, fuffered 
for the fins of their fathers. They 
are caft out, and are a curfe, 
and a bye-word, according to the 
prophecy of Mofes.—Many more 
inftances might, were it neceflary, 
be meationed ; but I pafs to 

Another evidence that Chrift 
fntended to be underflood, that 
the blood of the prepkets fhould 
be required of that generation. 
It is evident from what actually 
did take place, before that gene. 
ration pafied away. The Ro. 
mans came and deftroyed the 
whole country, and fuch miferies 
and dittreffes came upon them as 
had no parallel on earth. 

It may be alio mentioned, that 
it is a matter of fadt, Continually 
before our eyes, that children ful. 
fer in confequence of the fins of 
their parents, and people in con- 
fequence of the wigkednefs of 
rulers, &c. But enough has 
been faid to fix the meaning of 
the pafflage of icripture under 
confidcration. 

It remains to jhow, that this 
mode of divine adininiflration ts con- 

Silent with perfc& reBitude, and 3 
exceedingly glorious. 

This mode of divine adminif- 
tration is coniittent with perfect 
rectitude, becaufe no men 
punifhed, or fuffer in this way, 
any more than they perfonally de- 
Every 
foul that perifhed ia the deluge, 
Sodoin, Egypt, Canaan, and at 
the final deftruGtion of Jerafalem, 
was a finner, and deferved infinite- 
ly greater evils at the hand of 
God, than were infi@ed in thole 
defolatiens, by which God maai- 
felled his abhorrence of the fins 
of former generations. God vil- 
its the iaiguities of the fathers 
upon the children, unto the third 
and fourth generation of thent that 
hate him. Mf there are any right- 
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cous, they are not punifhed, but 
delivered like Noah, Lot, and the 
Chriftians at the deftruCtion of Je- 
rufalem. It cannot be juitly faid, 
chat the fathers have eaten four 
grapes, and the children’s teeth 
ve fet on edge, im fuch a fenfe, 
that they do not die for their 
own fin.—This may be iluitrated 
a familiar Amilitude. A few 
ldiers defert trom an army, and 
we apprehended, but the com- 
mander, loath to punith, gives 
‘hem alla pardon. He does this 
repeatedly ; but at length defer- 
tons become frequent, and fol. 
ders encourage themfelves in it 
ty his lenity. He finds it necef- 
fry to make a public example, 
aid the next that is appreherided 
In this cafe, he fuffers 
aly what he perfonally deferves ; 
but he would have been pardoned, 
iithad not been for former de- 
frtions. He fuffers therefore in 
fequence of the fins of others, 
ust not beyond what was due for 
is own conduét. Soif there had 
been no perfecutions before the 
age in which Chrift was in the 
ih, God would hav 2 dealt with 
tuat generation in a way of for. 
uarance, as he dealt with former 
perfecators; but fince perfecutions 
‘the prophets had continued fo 
%, in the world, it was igs 
time that God thould manifeft his 
ifple afure, in the molt awful 
ns nts. ‘The fame obferva- 
tions will ‘ory to thofe who per- 
thed in the deluge, in Sedom, 
“rv pr &c. 
Befides : In thefe national judg 
ments, the ceneration 
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juners, 
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was more ilk deferving than 
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former ones. "This was true of 
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Sodom, Evypt, and efx cially of 
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to whom Chritt delivered 
¢ paflare under corfderation. 


Thel perfecured Chrift and his 
church v ith eront mnatice, and 
5’~ test eastesas & 3 vi ae 
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proceeded to much further lengths 
than their fathers had ever done. 
Their meafure of iniquity was in- 
creafing, until it became full, and 
it was highly neceflary that God 
fhould mantfeft his difpleafure. 
God fixed upon the right gene- 
ration to give the world a fample 
of his wrath, for all the wicked. 
nefs of the kind, which had taken 
niese't rom the death of Abel. 
It fhould alfo be noticed, that 
this generation had juftified and 
approved all the wickednefs of 
their predecefiors in this iniquity. 
This they did by doing the {ame 
things, and by carrying thefe enor. 
mities to far greater lengths thaa 
had. been done before, as if that 
hadbeen but afmall matter. If 
they were not guilty of their perfon- 
al tins, they were guilty of juitify- 
ing them, and became in th:s fenie 
accomplices in their guilt, and 
deferved the judgments of Gad 
on that account, efpecially as they 
lived ina more enlightened age, 
and had the advanta; ve of all the 
admonitions which God had giv 
enagainit fuch wickednefs. Thefe 
obfervations will alfo a apply to the 
old world, Sodom, Egypt, &e. 
They virtually approved the vio- 
lence, Jufl, cruelty and idolatry 
of their neni and proceed. 
ed beyond them in the fame deeds. 
—Thefe coniiderations will acquit 
God, and fhow that this mode of 
adminiftration is contiltest with 
perfect rectitude. 
But it is not only jul, but ex- 





vifit the wickednefs of the fathers 
upon the children, and of one 
generation of men upoa another. 
It difcovers that God is lony fui- 
fering, flow to anger, and di! (nofed 
to bear with mankind, and deal 
with them ja mercy, as long as 
pofible, as long as the welfare of 


nit of. But it 
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206 God glorious in viftting the imguities of Fathers, &c. Dec, 


is important, and for the good of 
mankind, that God fhould fup- 
port his government, and fhould 
fometimes, after great forbearance 
upon a nation or family, call them 
in his providence to a folemn ac- 
count, in the open view of man- 
kind, efpecially in the time of 
fome uncommonly wicked and 
diffolute generation ; that 1t may 

rove a ferious admonition to the 
world—that the juftice of God, 
and his attention to the condu¢t 
of his creatures may finally ap- 


pear, after it has been difregarded, 


through his great forbearance— 
and that men and nations, may 
be awed and refrained, and taught 
that forbearance is no acquittance. 
—It is glorious in God to vitit 
the iniquities of the lewd, the in- 
temperate, and the profligate, up- 
on their children. It is doubtlefs 
a creat reflraint upon many thou- 
fands of parents, who for their 


children’s fakes, are decent, re- | 


putable people. It leads pious 
pzrents to greater fidelity to the 
fouls of their offspring, and is a 
cheek upon all but the maf aban- 
doned. The benefits of this 
mode of proceeding are undoubt- 
edly exceedingly great. It alfo 
brings God into view, fhows his 
forbearance to be forbearance, 
and not indifference—exhibite his 
hatred of fin, his juflice, and his 
regard to the holinefs and happi- 
nefs of his creatures.—Ali the 
inftances which have been men 
ironed in this differtation, are now 
enfamples to us, and ferious, ufe- 
ful admonitions, and will remain 
fo to all fucceeding generations 
to the end of the world. 

Thus it is the eftablifhed and 
avowed principle of divine admin- 
ittration, which God has adopted 
in the government of this world, 
to vilit the iniquitics of the fath- 
ers upon the children that hate 














him, to the third and fourth gen. 
cration—and this way of dealing 
with men Is coniiftent with perfect 
re€titude—and is exceedingly plo. 
rious. 

The preceding obfervations ad. 
monith us, that though God may 
bear long with a wicked individ. 
ual or nation, he will call the cr. 
minal into judgment. There js 
no final efcape, but by flying to 
the merey of God in Chritt— 
Thefe obfervations do alfo fuy. 
geft, that when a people or indie 
viduals, are growing in wicked. 
nefs, and are filling up the meafurs 
of their iniquities with uncommon 
rapidity, there is reafon to expe 
that their deftrution is drawing 
near, and that God is in his prov. 
idence preparing them for a dread. 
ful reckoning, in which he’ will 
viit upon them the iniguities of 
former generations.—But when 
there is a gencral reformation, and 
a people forfake the evil of their 
ways, and return unto the Lord, 
there is great reafon to hope, 
however abandoned their fathers 
have been, that God will defer 
his wrath, and put off the day of 
his vengeanee, and fay unto then, 
as he faid unto Jofiah, * Butt 
the king of Judah, which fent 
you to inquire of the Lord, thus 
fhall ye fay to him: Thus faith 
the Lord God of Ifrael, as touch- 
ing the words which thou hat 
heard ; becaufe thine heart was 
tender, and thou haft humbled 
thyfelf before the Lord, when 
thou heardeft what I fpake againit 
this place, and again{t the inhab- 
itants thereof, that they fhould 
become a defolation, and a curfe, 
and haft rent thy clothes, and 
wept before me, I alfo have heard 
thee faith the Lord. Behold 
therefore, I will gather thee unto 
thy fathers, and thou fhalt be 
gather ed unto thy grave In peacts 
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and thine eyes fhall not fee the | This affection, in its different mo- 
evil which I will bring upon this | difications, gains the name of the 
lace.” feveral moral attributes. Juttice 
GONEUS. | may be confidered, that attribute 
which fixes the fanctions of the 

(in the nature of the fatisfation, | moral law, and looks to the well 

rendered in the atonement. ordering of the divine govern- 

-q | ment. 

artes. Flow doth Cat One of thefe fanGions confifts 
cxccute the office o a pricit ? in death, or endlefs fuffering, as 

Answer. Chrift executeth the : 

r nate the wages of fin. This penalty 
office of a prieft, in his once of- |< ¢ tort rg mea 
ne F himfelf, a facrifice to great extent, and involves 
we le Peg the offender in remedilefs ruin. 
filsfy divine yuflice. According to the tenor of the 

ss. CATOCHISM. law, fin is an evil of infinite mag- 

HE method of falvation, | nitude, and expofes to intermina- 
through the atonement of | ble mifery,as the juft confequence. 
Chrit, difplays the infinite wif- | This penalty, however, does not 
dom and goodnefs of God. It | originate in a vindictive, reveage- 
is fuitable that we fhould endeav- | ful fpirit. And juftice would lay 
our to gain a right view of this | afide its claims, if there were no 
aonement. For it is a funda- | other end to be anfwered, but the 
nental doétrine in the Chriftian | gratification which arifes from the 
icheme, and a mifconception here, | mifery of the offender. The in- 
nay lead to confequences of aj fliétion of penal evil, muft have 
dangerous and deftructive ten- | fomething to juftify it befides the 
dency. fatisfaction which the mifery of 

We may believe that Chrift, | the creature can give to the divine 
by his fufferings, hath endured | lawgiver. It will not do to vin- 
the penalty of the law, in fuch a | dicate the penalty of the law, by 
manner, as in this refpect fully to | faying, ‘ It is no more than the 
fitisfy divine juftice. But-the | vile tranfgreflor highly deferves.’ 
nature of this fatisfaction, becomes | There mult be fome further rea- 
afubje&t of inquiry. And it will | fon why fuch treatment of the 
be found that it does not necefla- } finner is juft, or which conftitutes 
rily terminate in the happinefs of | his ill-defert. And if no reafon, 
all the human race, but is rather | of a public nature, can be found 
an encouragement to the finner, | for inflicting the penalty of the 
to fet about the work of his fal- | law, it ought in juttice to be laid 











vation. afide ; for in fuch a condition as 
I, Concerning the nature of | this, to exact punifhment, would 
divine juftice. | rather be the injuftice and unfeel- 


This is a formidable attribute ; | ingnefs of a tyrant, than the ten- 
in it, God appears clothed in } dernefs of a wife and good fove- 
terrible majefly, making himfelf | reign. Hence we may inquire, 
known in the judgment which he Il. Why jultice required fatis- 
cxecuteth. But it breathes the | faction. 
fame fpirit with benevolence, and And here we may bring into 
has the fame moral excellence. | view the public and general good, 
One individual principle actuates | as the great objet which renders 
she divine mind. God is love. fuch a fatisfaction neceflary. 1s 


























208 On the nature of the Salisfadion, 


was not furely required for the 
fake of rendering God abun- 
dant in goodnefs, and ready 
to forgive. His moral nature is 
immutable, and can admit of no 
alteration. There is no want of 
compalfion in.him. Had nothing 
required the fufferings of Chnit 
in the atonement, but a want of 
pity in the divine mind, they 
might have been f{parcd. We 
muit take heed, that we do not 
conceive of God as being unpro- 
pitious, malevolent, and revensre.- 
ful. We mutt not find the grourd 


of the atonement to lie in any fuch | 


fpirit of animofity. 


But, it feems, that the beit | 


good of the intellectual and moral 
world, requires that God fhould 
appear to be a terror to evil doers. 
And this is to be feen, by his re- 
quiring the expiatory fufferings of 
Chritt. The wife moral Govern- 
or, that he may be juft, has an 
immenfe fyftem of creation to 
watch over and protect. He has 
to guard and defend the rights 
and privileges of his moral gov 
ernment. ‘Chis benevolent jultice, 
which locks over crention with a 
watchful eve, is that kind of juf- 


tice which rendered the atonement | 
neceflarv. ‘j'o maiutain the inte- 


refts of this kingdom it is requi- 


fite, that the divine law fhouid be | 


feen in its dignity, lovelinefs, and 
{fpiituality. And to this pnr- 
pofe, it mutt be fupported ; which 
is done by the atoning tufferings 
of Chrit. Thus the law is mag- 
nified and made honorable. The 
divine authority of this law, is 
made to be refpe€ted through the 
holy part of creation. 

Likewife, it is needful that 
there be an exprefiion of the evil 
of fin. The good of the whole 


requires this maaifeftation. For 
thereby, holy beings are deterred 
from tranfgreflion, aad preferved 


[ Dae. 


in a flate of re€titude. Alfo, » 
difcovery of the turpitude of {j, 
enhances the value of holiness, 
and renders it a greater good, 
In the fatisfa€tion which is mad, 
by Chrilt, fin appears to be jy, 
The matchlefs fufferings of th, 
divine Saviour, fhow that fin is 2; 
| evil of infinite extent, and tend. 
dire€tly to mar the moral beauty 
of creation, and introduce confi. 
fion, and every evil work. Th»: 
by this view of fin, holinefs be. 
comes more defirable, morc lovely, 
and the happinefs of the intelleé. 
| ual fyftem is advanced. 

| We mutt farther add, that God 
| may appear amiable, and infinitely 
| the heft good, it muit be feen that 
| he has a deteltation and abhor. 
' rence of fin. It is from the dif. 
play of hirsfelf that his creatures 
are made happy. Arnd that he 
| may make the fulleft difcovery of 
| himfelf, he muft manifeft his feel. 
| lags with regard to the extreme 
| 

{ 

/ 

| 

' 








vilencfs of fin. This is done in 
{ the atonement.—-Thefe are fome 
of the important truths which the 
' fatisfaGtion of Chrift has ferved 
to elucidate, and confirm; anc 
for which it became requilite. 
Ill. The fatisfaGtion rendered 
in the atonement, is not to be 
viewed ftriGly as the payment of 
a debt. 
Salvation is, indeed, blood- 
bought. The blood of Chrilt is 
reprefented a3 the price, which 
was Inid down for redemption 
But this muit be viewed as a met- 
aphorical expreilion, meaning that 
Chriit’s futferings, and obedience, 
have made it confilkent to forgive 
the finner. pre 
_ Placing the atonement precite' 

upon the footing of a pecuniary 
tranfaction, it is conceived, alters 
the nature of jutlice. In the 
payment of a debt, one equivalent 
| good is rendered for another 
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And thus the damage is repaired, 
and entire fatisfa¢tion made. But 
fuffering can be no geod, upon 
any principle. It can, in itfelf, 
be no gratification or benefit to 
the pure and perfeét juilice of 

God. He hath no pleafure i in 

the death of him that dicth. He 
‘; a tender, compaffionate God, 
and mifery can be no adequate 
compeifation for his goods which 
fnners have received and watted. 

The atonement, then, is not to 
he viewed as the payment of a 
debt, after our manner of negoci- 
ation, but is rather to be confider- 
ed as an expedient which infinite 
wifdom has devifed, rendering it 
confiftent to forgive tranfgreffors. 
The mere fuffcrings of Chrift 
could have had no avail, to fave, 
were it not for the great and ex~ 
tenfive ends which they brought 
to pafs. Avnd, as far as thefe ends 
can be fecured in a conlittency 
with the falvation of guilty men, 
God willextendmercy. He will 
fave to the uttermoft ; for his 
mercy endureth for ever. 

We will now adda few reflec- 
HONS. 

1. We learn the fufficiency of 
the atonement. 

Chrift hath made full fatisfac- 
tion to divine juftice. ‘The atone- 
ment is of infinite value. There 
is no deficiency in the merit of 
the Redeemer. He hath taken 
upon himfelf the penalty of the 
leer, and fubmitted to Its con- 
demning fentence. His amazing 
fufferings have difplayed its pun- 
ty, jultice and holinefs, not lefs, 
and even far more, than the crea- 
tures’ fufferings eel have done. 
When God {pare 5 not his own 
Son, but freely gives him up to 
the agonies of the crofs, then fin 
appears to be fin 3 the law appears 
holy, juft and good; the divine 


anthority i is clothed oak dig nity 9° 


Vor. IV. Ne. 6. 


rendered in the Atonement. 








| 


' 
' 
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and God is exhibited in his tranf- 
cendent purity, viewing fin as odi- 
ous, and delighting in holinefs. 
Thefe truths are not lefs clear in 
the atonement, than they would 
have been in the final deftru@tion 
of the human race. Indeed, they 
are fet forth in a vaftly ftronger 
light, on account of the matchlefs 
dignity of the divine Saviour. 

So that we are not to fuppofe, 
that God’s compaffions can fail, 
by reafon of any limitation in the 
atonement which Chrift has made. 

The fufficiency of the atone- 
ment does not imply that all are 
to be faved. 

The fatisfa&ion which Chrift 


| has rendered, is not fuch as to re- 


leafe the obligation of the finner, 
and extinguifh the claims of juf- 
ticeuponhim. His character re- 
mains the fame as before. His 


| ill-defert is not diminifhed ; and 


he is entitled to*nothing but the 
wages of fin. The fatisfaction is 
not fo fet to his account, as necef.- 
farily to difcharge him from the 
condemning power of the right- 
eous law. Chrift has not fo can- 
celled the debt of juitice, as that 
the guilty offender muik be fet 
free. He is not fubftituted in the 
place of the finner, in fuch man- 
ner, that his fufferings muit, 
equity, be taken in exchange for 
thofe which are the finner’s due. 
The atonement does not necef- 
farily terminate in the falvation ot 
ail men, any mere than in the re- 
covery of apollate angels, who 
kept not their firft eflate. Goi 
mzy have mercy on whom he will 
have mercy. He is ftill left free 
to difpenie his mercies, as he 
pleafes. Ifhe fees wife ends to 
be anfwered, by leaving a portion 
of the human race to perifh mm 
unbelief, he has a right fo to do. 
N hotwithitandingr’t he rich atone 
ment, the renovation of the crea 
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218 An explanation of ihe 


ture ftill refts as an independent , 


favor, to be beftowed according 
to his wife and fovereign pleafure. 
And we may be affared that God 
will fave to the extent of his good- 
nefs. He will confer grace and 
glory upon loft finners, as far as 
he can do it confiftently with his 
own perfections, and the general 


rO¢ A 
ae 


3. The fufficiency of the atone- 
ment is our encouragement, to 


tion. 

No one need defpair, on account 
of any defe& in Chrift’s fatisfac- 
tion. The chief of finners may 
come, and find ample provifion. 
Chrift hath given himfelf a ranfom 
for all. THe hath made fuch dif- 


play of the excellence of the di- | 


vine law, that this docs not lie as | 
an obftrnétion in the way to fal- 


vation. Whofoeverwill maycome. | 


The invitations’ of the gofpel are 
free and large. A great and ef- 
feStual door is opened. And it 
muft be encouraging to guilty | 
men, to know that “the way 1s 
cleared, and they may be forgiven | 
pon their repentance. ‘The rich- 
nefs of the atenement is calculated | 
to keep the trembling penitent 
from defpondency. Who, in fin- 
cerity, ever fought, and v was dif. | 
appointed ? 

We have reafon to blefs God | 
for this coniiftent plan of fhowing | 
mercy. In his unfearchable wil- 
dom aid gooditefs, he hath devif- 
edamethod, in which he can be 
jutt, and yet the jutlificr of fuch 
as believe. None but God, who 
comprehends his own exiltence, 
and the immenfe fyftem of crea- 
tion, could have feen how the 
atoning fulerings of Chrift could 
have made {uch difplay of truth, 
as to render it confiltent to exércifé 
mercy towards the apoitate crea- 


tere. Glory to God, that oa 








Prophecy af Daniel. | Dee, 

earth is peace and good will te. 
wards men. In the view of thef- 
things, let us give all diligence 
to make our calling and election 


fure. «EA 





An explanation of the Propheey 4 if 
Daniel, 


(Continued from page 171.) 
NUMBER II. 


| Danie?s vtfion of the four beafs, 


ft about the work of our falva- | 


Chap. vil, I—i4. 


OD having effefied his im. 
¥ mediate purpofes by impref. 


| fing the mind of Nebuchadnezza 


with an extraordinary prophetic 


| dream, we do not find that he ex. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


3 


| 


| 
| 
! 
| 





perienced any other divine impref. 
fion, except that which premon- 


| ifhed him of his own degradation 


and humiliation ; but God pro. 
ceeded to communicate his wife 
and holy defizns to his fervant 
Daniel. The fir of thefe com. 
munications, like the dream of 
Nebuchadnezzar, prefigured a 
connected feries and univerfal fyf- 
tem of events to be effected in the 
kingdoms of the earth, to the end 
of the world. It confilted ofa 
vilion, which is related in the fol- 
lowing manner. Daniel fpake and: 
Said, 1 faw in my viftons by night 
and bercld the four winds of heaven 
Jlrove upon the g great feas, and there 
came up fo ur beaft di ver fe on ¢ from 
ansther. The firft was like a yr 
and had eagles? wings, and the 
wings thereof were plucked, and ik 
qwas 5 lifted up from the ground ! and 
made ¢ to fland upon the feet as aman, 
and a man’s heart was gi ven to the 
Mud, behold, another bea, 8 a fe: and 
tke fo a bear, and ii had three ribs 
in the mouth of it between the teeth 
of it; and they Said thus unto ts 
Arifi, devour much fico. Afier 
this I beheld, and bo, id cry like a 
leopard, and it had upon the back af 
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it four wings of a fowl: and do- 


minion was given to it. After this 
I faw in the night vifions, and behold 
a fourth beaft, dreadful and terrible, 
and firong exceedingly, and it had 
great iron tecth ; it devoured and 
brake in pieces, and flamped the refi- 
due with the feet of it, and it was 
diverfe from all the beafis which 
were before it ; and it had ten horas. 
I confidered the horns, and behold, 
ihere came up among them another 
luth horn, before whom there were 
ihree of the firft horns plucked up by 
ihe roots, and, behold, in this horn 
vere eves like the eyes of a man, and 
a mouth fpeaking great things.—I 


An explanation of the Propheey of Danicl. 





beheld till the thrones were caft | 
down, and the Ancient of days did | 


ft—I beheld then becaufe of the | 


veice of the great words which the 


horns fpake ; I beheld even till the | 


heafh was flain and his body deftroy- 
land given to the burning flame. 
is concerning the reff of the beafts, 
they had their dominion taken away, 
but their lives were prolonged for a 
feafon and a time. I faw in the 
night vifions, and, behold, one like 
the son oF MAN came with the clouds 
of heaven, and came to the Ancient 
of days, and they brought him near 
before him. And there was given 
him dominion, and glory, and a 
kingdom, that all people, and nations, 
and languages foould ferve him; 
his dominion is an everlafting domin- 
ion, which fhall not pafs away, and 
his kingdom that which fball not be 
d-Aroyed.—Thus we have Daniel’s 
famous vilion of the four beatts. 
And as it is the prefent defign to 
explain the prophetic vifions of 
this book, this merits particular 
attention. But to fuggeit mi- 
autely, all the fubjeéts comprized 
in it, if it were practicable, would 
protract the fubjeét to great ex- 
tent, aud perhaps embarrafs, rath- 
cr than edify the common reader. 
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fummary and concife view of the 
fubjeéts and events prefigured by 
the emblems of this vifion. The 
identity of the explanation of this 
vifion by the angel, with the 
interpretation of the dream by the 
prophet, is a fufficient evidence 
that they related to the fame fub- 
jects. They will therefore be 
united in the explanation. in 
the interpretation of the dream, 
and of the vifion, we are explicitly 
informed, that the four different 
matcrials of the one, and the four 
bealls of the other, typiticd four 
different kings orkingdoms, which 
fhould fucceffively exift ia the 
world. The prophet faw the 
four winds of heaven flrive upon 
the great fea, the emblem of com- 
motion and trouble, importing 
that thefe kingdoms fhould pro- 
ceed from the agitations and con- 
tefts of the nations of the earth._— 
The different qualities of the ma- 
terials which compofed the im- 
age, and the different characters 
of the beafts, denoted the different 
flate, genius, tempers and man- 
ners, of the kingdoms which they 
refpectively reprefented. Of thefe 
empires the Baby LoNIAN was the 
firft, and was reprefented by the 
head of geld in the image, to de- 
note its magnificence, opulence 
and {plendor, for which reafon it 
is called (Ifa. xiv. 4) the galden 
city ; as it was reprefeuted by the 
lion among the beafts to denote 
its majelty, grandeur and power. 
The wings on the back of it de- 
note the rapidity of its conquetts, 
and the eagles’ wings, its dignifi- 
ed and elevated itate ; cagles’ 
wings in feripture being the fym- 
bol of elevation, Exod. xix. 4. 
How I bare you on eagles’ wings. 


They thall mount up with wings 





‘et ut therefore fuffice to give a! quence of which, according to the 


as eagles, Ifa. xl. 31. If the 


plucking of the wings, in confe- 
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figurg, it fell to the earth, from 
which it was lifted up and made 
to ftand on the feet as a man, and 
a man’s heart was given to it, be 
ps me to the empire, it denoted 
the humble condition, like that 
of man in his prefent aflicied (late, 
to which it was fubjec ted by the 
arms of its enemies. tf to Nebu- 
chadnezzar himfelf, it fignitics his 


being depofed from his kingly | 


throne, made to eat grafs like an 


ox, with the reftora tion of his rea- | 
fon and royal majelty, after he 


had been taught by divine chaf- 
tifements, that the heavens did 
rule.—As this is the lait prop »yhe- 
cy of the Babylonifh empire in 
this book, 
Writings, it may be proper, in this 
place, to give a eee account 
of it. Basex or Babylon is the 
firft name of a city which occurs 


in the hiftory of mankind after | 


the flood. It originated from 
that tower which the fons of men 
built in the land of Shinar, as that 
derived its name from the confu- 


fon which God introduced among | 


the builders, to fruftrate their im- 
pious defign. It was built by 
‘Nimrod for the metropolis of his 
kingdom, Gen. x. 10. From 
that period it is not named in 
fcripture till the days of Uzziah, 
er, perhaps, more probably the 
davs of Ahaz and Hezekiah, 
kings of Judah; when it became 
an important fubjeét of prophecy 
to the prophets, Efaiah, Jeremiah, 
&c. relative to-its conquelts, do- 
minion, and terrible deftruCtion 
by the righteous judgments of 
God, In what political ttate it 
exifted through that extended pe- 
riod, whether as an independent 
kingdom, ora province of the em- 
pire of A fflyria, it is foreign to the 
prefent fubject to inquire, as that 
whole term preceded that pro- 
Dhetic feries of events which is 


or even im the facred | 


the grand fubje& of this vifion, 
Though it be exhibited in the 
reign of Flezekiah, (Ifa. xxxix, 

as an independent fovercignty, it 


fidered as the lion, as it appears 
| after this to have been fubj soft to 
| the kings of Affyria, (fee 2Kir igs 
| XVil. 24, and 2 2 Chron. xxxiii. Il. 
| from whom it was liberated by 
the united arms of the Medes and 
Babylonian Nabopx liaffar, a 
Babylonith in under the ki; ig 
of Affyria, availing himielf of the 
effeminacy of his for ereign, affum 
ed an tidependent fate * ane 
making affinity with the king 0 
Media by the marriage of his fon 
Nebuchadnezzar with the daugh. 
‘ter of the Median king, the two 
kings combined their arms for 
| the conquett of Affyria, fubdued 
that empire, flew its king, and 
completely deftroyed Nineveh, its 
capital. Nebucl: tadnezzar, taki Ings 
the command of the Babylonifh 
‘army, by his military ‘kill and 
valor, fubdued all the adjacent 
kingdoms, and making fpoil of 
their treafures, and depofiting 
them in Babylon, he made his em- 
pire the moft extenfive, and his 
royal city the moft opulent of any, 
perhaps, that the world had ¢ 
feen. In Nebuchadnezzar, that 
famous conqueror, in Babylon 
that magnificent and impregnable 
city, and in that empire | now €l¢s 
vated to the zenith of eartlity 
glory, we fee the head of goid 
diffufing its fplendid beams, anu 
the lion difplaying his m: yjelty 
and power.—But the fucceffors 
. Nebuchadnezzar being week, 
- luxurious and effeminate, oF 
both, the empire foon began to 
decline ; and the Medes and Per- 
fians, weary of the Babyloniih 
yoke, combined for its ruin, and 
fending an army under Cyaxares 
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the Median king, and Cyrus the 
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Perfian prince, took the city and 


diffolved the empire. After this 
the golden head is not feen on the 
image, nor does the lion difplay 
his majelly before the beatts. 
Baby lon, the beauty of the Chal. 
dees’ excellency, (Ifa. xiii. 19.) 
was no more called, The Lady of 
Kingdoms, ( Ifa. xlvii. 5.) the em- 
pire was obliterated from the na- 
tionsof the earth, after it hadexift- 
ed an independent kingdom, com- 
puting from Baladan in the reign 
of Jotham, or Ahaz, king of Ju- 
th 209 years 3 from the revolt of 
bopollaflar, when perhaps it 
vas molt ri; ghtly confidered the 
Golden head of the image, or the 
lion among the bealts, 87 years ; 
so years after 
Jerufalem ; and 539 years before 
the birth of our Lord and Sav- 
jour, Jefus Chritt. 

After this very brief defcrip- 
tion of the Lion, or the empire 
of Babylon, let us proceed to the 
fecond beaft, which was like to 

A Bear. It is moft evident, 
that this beaft reprefented the 
empire of the Medes and Perfians, 


a +} ©. 


as it was next to the lion, and | 


this empire fucceeded that of the 
Babylonians. It was reprefented 
by the breaft and arms of filver in 
the 1 image, to denote the inferior- 
ity of it to the Babylonian, and 
ihe union of the two kingdoms 
to form one extenfive empire, and 


by a bear in the vifion, to denote | 


its voracity and cruelty. It is faid 
to raife up itfelf on one fide, im- 
P orting that the Perfian part of 
this k kingdom outgrew and became 
more powerful and famous than 
the Median. 
three ribs in ihe mouth of it, to typ- 
tty the flaughter of men and de- 
ftruGion of lives effedied by it. 
it is faid that thefe ribs were in 
the mouth, between its teeth, fig- 
nifymg the tyranny and cruelty | 


it had deftroyed | 


ne ee ee 
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with which it fhould opprefs the 
conquered nations. If any prefer 
a more particular interpretation, 
they may underftand the three ribs 
to reprefent three kingdoms fub- 
dued and oppreffed by it, Baby- 
lon, Lydia or Sardis, and Egypt, 
or any other they fhall feleét for 
that purpofe. It was faid unto 
this beaft, or kingdom, Arif, de- 
vour much fiefo. And the dettruc- 
tion of human kind, effeéted by 
its wars and conqueits abroad, and 
by infurreétions and rebellions, 
murders, maflacres and afiaffina- 
tions at home, exceed ail deferip- 
tion. 

The third beaft was like a 
Leoparp. This beaft reprefent. 
ed the Macedonian empire, or 28 
it is frequently termed, The kings 
dom of the Greeks, which preceded 
that of the Medes and Perfians, 
It was like a leopard, denoting its 
courage and fiercenefs; and the 
refolution, or rather rafhnefs and 
impetuofity with which Alexan- 
der (by whom this empire waé 
founded) fought his battles and 
purfued his conquefts, were pecu- 
liar to himfelf. It is faid te have 
upon the back of it four wings of 
a fowl, to denote the celerity of 
its conquefts, as in the image it 
was reprefented by the belly and 
thighs of dra/s in reference to the 
brazen armour of the Greeks. It 
is faid, And dominion was given 
toit. How alftonifhingly thefe 
reprefentations were verified, will 
be perceived, only by confidering, 
that Alexander conquered the 
Medes and Perfians and reduced 


| to his obedience their whole em- 
It is faid to have | 


pire, comprizing all Afia Minor, 
Syria, Paleitine, Egypt, Mefopo- 
tamia, Chaldea, Media and Perfia, 
and added to this, the conquefls 
of the numerous kingdoms be- 
tween the Cafpian fea on the 
nerth, and the Indian ocean on 
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the fouth, to the river Jndus, and 
even the Ganges, on the eaft, and 
returned to Babylon in the thort 
term of twelve years. 
conquefts were confequently not 
fo much made by marching, as 
by flying upon his enemies, and 
this performed not with two but 
four wings, or the double velocity 
of a fowl.* Thefe added to the 
ftates of Greece, conquered by his 
father Philip, and Macedonia, his 
hereditary dominions, conftituted 
the moit extenfive empire which 
had ever been witnefled fiace the 
world began. This beaft had four 
heads, and the empire was divided 
into four parts, which were gov- 
erned by four different monarchs, 
the heads of their refpeCtive king. 
doms.—As thefe beaits or king- 
doms are exhibited in another vif- 
ion which demands particular at- 
tention, a more minute defcription 


of them for the prefent fhall be | 


An explanation of the 


Thefe | ented by 
| In the vifion it is faid to haye 


Prophecy of Danicl, [Deg 
bined in it the genius and charac. 
ter of all the kingdoms which 
were before it. In the image jt 
: o 
was reprefented by the /egs ofiron, 


great iron teeth, for as iron breaketh 
in pieces and fubducth all things, and 
asiron that breaketh all thefz, tral it 
break in pieces and bruife, by its 


| mighty conquefts, as by its mer. 
‘ cilefs oppreffions and cruel exac. 


tions it fhould grind them as with 


‘iron teeth, and by its infolence 


‘and contempt of the conquered 


kingdoms, it flamped the refidue 
with the feet. This beat was 


 diverfe from the beails which were 


' before it. 


fufpended, and we may proceed | 


to a confideration of the 

Feurth Beafl. ‘This was dread- 
ful and terrible, &c. 
given to this bealt; but if it be 
the fame with that which the apof- 
tle faw, Rev xiii. 1. and the 
fimilarity of defcription is a fuffi- 
cient evidence of it, it had the 
mouth, the authority and terror, 
of a lion, of the Babylonians ; ¢d 
feet of a bear, the rapacity and 
cruelty of the Medes and Perfians; 


No name is | 


_the whole carth, 


They were monarchies 
but this was a commonwealth. 
In the image it was reprefented by 
the legs of iron, and the feet part 
of iron and part of miry clay, 
which ran out into éen toes 3 and 
this beatt is faid to have ten horns, 
importing it fhould ultimately be 
divided into ten parts, or king- 
doms : and it is well known that 
after the Romans from their inf. 
tiable appetite for dominion, like 
a voracious animal, had devoured 
had extended 


| their conquells to the Danube on 


the north, and from the Atlantic 
on the welt, to the Euphrates on 


_the eaft, and had fubdued the 
, northern parts of Africa on the 


and the body of a leopard, the | 


courage and impetuolity of the 
Macedonians, and reprefented the 
empire of the Romans, which com. 





* The lion had wings upon his back, 
to denote the rapidity wich which Ne- 
buchadnezzar made his conquefts; and 
thefe were cages’ wings, to fignify the 
dignified and elevated ttate to which 
his empire was raifed; but becaufe the 
wings upon the back of ihe eopard 
only fignilied the celerity of Alexan- 
“eT 5 conguclts, the Vv were tt c F 
¢ (comumow) far! 


eursercr at 
rh oata,) we 


fouth, in the later periods of their 
empu “‘xpericucing the iucurfions 
of the barbarous nations, it was 


| divided into ten principalities, or 


kingdoms, which were governed 
by their refpective monarchs. 
To define thefe kingdoms is very 


| difficult, as they were fubject to 


revolutions, and appeared differ- 
ently at different periods. They 
have confequently been differently 
computed by different authors, ac- 
cording to the time they have fe- 
leGted for their computation. It 
is difficult for the fame reafon, to 


 deferih 


eferibe the regions where they 
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exited. It is fufficient for the 
prefent purpofe to remark, that 
after almoft endlefs changes, they 
have for their prefent fucceffors, 
thofe which are generally termed 
the kingdoms of ‘Europe. 

While the prophet was in- 
tenfely confidering the horns, be- 
hold, there came up among ‘hese 
another little horn, before whom 
three of the firft horns were pluck- 
ed up by the roots, and, behold, 
in this horn were eyes like the 
eyes of a man, and a mouth fpeak- 
ing great things. This little horn 
we neceflarily confider as another 
kingdom, rifing up among: the 
ten. The falling of three before 
it, its reducing three of the ten 
to eftablifh and extend its own 
power and influence ; the marks 
of defeription given of this horn 
cemonftrate, that it is the power 
called antichrift, or the antichrif- 
tian power and dominion. For, 
1. It had eyes like the eyes of a 
man, fignifying its difcernment 
and policy. And until this king- 
com was filled with darknefs, Rev. 
xvi, did not the fubtilty and ad- 
drefs of the papal fee in accom. 
pufhing its defigns, exceed imag- 
ination and become proverbial ? 
2. It had a mouth fpeaking great 
things. The angel fays, in the 
explication of the vifion, v. 25. 
He fhall {peak great words againit 
the moft hign, and wear out the 
faints of the moft high, and think 
to change times and laws. How 
almott ‘exdulie ely applicable to 
antichrift, blafpheming God and 
perfecuting his people have been, 
1s very generally known. 3. The 
term afligned ios the duration of 
this horrid blafphemy, perfecu- 
tion, and impious ufurpation of 
divine autho: rity and prerogatives. 
A time, a year 5 times, two years; 
and the dividing of time, or haif 
@ycar, making e three years and a 
bal the term ‘to Ww hich the impt- 
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ous reign of antichrift is limited in 
the Revelation of the apoftle John. 
How wonderfully events have il- 
luftrated and contirmed the repres 
fentations of this vifion, in all the 
parts of it, when applied to the 
Roman empire, and with refpe& 
to antichrift, is fo very obvious, 
that it can receive no improvement 
by further explanation. The 
vilion is yet in progrefs. I beheld, 
fays Danicl, until the thrones were 
calt down ; in the margin, fet up. 
If we take the text, are we not 
to underikand it of thofe thrones 
or kingdoms of which he had 
been fpeaking. Or if we take 
the marginal ‘yeading, i is it not 2 
reprefentation fimilar to that of 
Ifa. chap. vi. I faw the Lord fit- 
ting on a throne high and lifted 
up. V. 25. But the judgment 
fhall fit.i—Docs not the paflage 
import, that the blafphemy and 
perfecution of the little horn, or 
antichrilt, produced a judicial pro- 
cefs againtt him, and the throne 
of judgment being ere&ted, the 
Ancient of pays, the great Je- 
hovah, fat upon it, attended by 
thoufands and thoufands of his 
miniftring fervants, aninnumerable 
company of angels. And the 
books were opened, the procefs 
commenced, the accufation and 
complaints againft him for his 
ufurpation and impiety and cru- 
elty were produced; and, fays 
Daniel, 1 beheld till the beaft was 
flain, and his body deftroyed and 
given to the burning flame, inti- 
mating that for the impiety of 
antichrit, God will deftroy the 
Roman empire, and leave it nei- 
ther root nor branch. As for the 
reft, the otherbeaits, or kingdoms, 
they had their dominion taken a- 
way, they were deprived of their 
fovercign power and authority, 
but their lives were prolenged f for 
a feafon and a ‘time, their bodies 
continued to exit, and other em« 
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pires were erefted out of them; 
but this fhall be completely de- 
ftroyed, and have neither heir, nor 
fucceflor ; no earthly kingdom 
fhall be formed out of its ruins, 
but it fhall fink asa mill{tone into 
the fea, and be found no more at 
all.—I faw in the night vifions, 
and behold, one like the fon of 
man came with the clouds of heav- 
en, and came to the Ancient of 
pays, and they brought him near 
before him. And there was giv- 
en him dominion, and glory, and 
a kingdom, that all people, na- 
tions, and languages, fhould ferve 
him. His dominion is an everlatt- 
ing dominion, which fhall not pafs 
away, and his kingdom that which 
fhall not be deftroyed. Ver. 27. 
And the kingdom, and domin- 
jon, and the greatnefs of the king- 
dom under the whole heaven, fhall 
be given to the people of the faints 
of the moft high. In the dream, 
the ftone became a great moun- 
tain and filled the whole earth. 
The four great empires having 
fucceffively rifen, and kept the 
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ful and righteous reign, and aj 
the preceding horrid and dreary 
fcenes made to ferve as a foil, ;, 
a fhade, the more impreffively to 
illuftrate the purity and bleffed. 
nefs of his holy kingdom on earth, 
and his glorious and eternal king. 
dom in heaven. Happy era‘! 
How confoling it is after having 
been fo long toffed on fuch atem. 
peftuous fea, to arrive at length 
in fuch a fecure and peaceful ha. 
ven? After having been conver. 
fant through this fucceflion an 

long duration of empires, with 


| commotions and revolutions, war 


and blood, rapine and cruelty, 


| oppreffion and perfecution, mur. 


ders, maffacres and affaffinations, 


| difcord and contention and human 
| mifery in all its various forms, to 
come at laft to the peaceable and 


earth in a ftate of conflant agita- | 
tion and convulfion, like the trou- | 


bled fea when it cannot relt, and 


filled it with blood and carnage, | 


and mifery and death, difplayed 


their power and wealth in the mok | 


{plendid form—and having been 
exhibited as fo many monuments 
of earthly inftability and the frail- 
ty of human greatucfs—crumbled 
to ruin—and antichrift having dif 
played the arrogance, pride and 


blefled kingdom of Chrift Jefus, 
when the wolf fhall dwell with 
the lamb, and the leopard lie 
down with the kid, the lion fhall 
eat ftraw like the ox, and the 
fucking child fhall play on the 
hole of the afp, and the weaned 
child put his hand on the cocka- 
trice den, and there fhall be noth- 
ing to hurt nor offend in all God’s 
holy mountain. —How animating, 
how refrefhing even in profpect! 
How does it conftrain us to pray, 
come Lord Jefus, come quickly! 


| Amen. 


=. dein “yg 
wickednels of the human heart, | 


in blafpheming God, and auath- 
ematizing and perfecuting his peo- 
ple; they are compelled, in fuc- 
ceffion, to retire from the ftage of 
action, that the prince of peace 
may be introduced, exert his be- 
nign influence, and difplay, on the 
grand theatre of the univerfe, the 
excellence and felicity of his peace- 


(To be continued.) 
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’ ; THE Dire@ors next proceed 


>. 2p * Cc 
3 to inform the Society of the 


pregrefs of the miffionary work 12 
their different ftations at the colo- 
ny of the Cape of Good Hope; ™ 
which there will be found abun¢- 
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ant occafion of thank{giving to 
Ged, for the perfonal protection 
which he has been pleafed to af. 
ford our brethren, and the blef- 
ing which he has impreffed on 
cher faithful labors. It will 
ire obably communicate the cleareft 
ew of the general flate of our 
flions there, if we briefly men- 
ion them feparately, and with 
me regard totheir local fitua- 
tons 1 that fettlement. On this 
eround we begin with that at 
‘ane-Town, uader the direétion 
of the brother Manenberg, fent 
yt about three years fince by our 
Society from Holland ; aad who, 
arrival there, was taken 
anmansie more immediate anya 
sof the South African Socicty 

aad employed to labor in the min- 
itry among a congregation of 
Chriftians, as wellas to attend to 
ie religious inftruétion of the 
heathen 3 the latter being more 


r 
fn 
+ 
i 
e 
ty 
; 
¢ 
| 
yn «his 
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’ 


iunerous there than at any other | 


glace inthe colony. The energy; 
zeal, and fide lity with which this 
goodman di fchar ged thefe impor- 


tant duties, have excited, indeed, 


the difpleafure and oppofition of 


ume profefiing Chrittians, who 
appear to have aéted under the in- 
iuence of prejudice ; but, on the 
siker hand, have been favored 
with the divine bleffing in fo great 
1 degree, as to increafe confide- 
‘ably the difpofition to attend the 
nublic worfhip of God, by which 
waus that efficacious grace has 
cen communicated, which has 
>ronght falvation to many. The 
converfion of the heathen, how- 
ever, being the more immediate 
and direct object of his miffion, 
icems to have engaged his unwea- 


hed activity § 3 and, communicating | 


to others the fame zeal with which 

he himfelf was infpired, the effect 

of their united efforts is thus ex- 

iy inthe Aunual Report of 
Vou. IV. No. 6. 
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the £ Society above mentioned, and 
in other letters from that colony? 
*¢ Qur exertions in this metropo- 
lis, have been very abundantly 
bleffed. The number of the con- 
verted heathens is confiderable, 
who manifelt the power of the 
Spirit, not only in the public 
worlhip, but in their intercourfe 
among themfelves ; fo that while 
we lament the declenfion of zeal 
for the caufe of Jefus among ma- 
ny profeflors, which ought 
to be fpreading forth, his 
name is daily more and more ador- 
,ed among the heathen.” They 
| add alfo, “ If we look upon the 
great number of heathen who 
come under the hearing and teach- 
ing of our brother Manenberg, 
in comparifon of the {mall number 
which before attended, we ought 
to feel the utmolt thankfulnefs, as 
well as moft earneitly pray that 
| we may be helped in our work, 
and that the time may faft advance 
when the light of the gofpel ma 
pervade the dark regions whick 
'furround us: and if we rele@ on 
ithe events of the paft year, we 
have lefs occafioa to dweil on our 
difappoimtment, than to declare 
cur gratitude to Him who rules 
in Zion ; who has caufed the work 
of our hands to be bleffed, and 
difficulties remarkably to vanith : 
who has alfo removed out of the 
way the obilacles to the initruc- 
| tion of the heathen.’ 
| Our next Miffionary flation is 
| at Stellenbofch, about twenty 
“miles from Cape-Town 3 and is 
under the careof the brother Bek. 
kar. This devoted fervant of our 
Lord had formerly refided in that 
| place, and bad been much affected 
with the deplorable ignorance of 
the heathen around him. Ina 
confequencé whereof, on his re- 
| turn to Eurepe, he offered his fer- 
vices to our fociety, that he might 
Dd 


|; 
| 
| 
| 
| 
t 
| 


ever 


holy 





ae a 



































218 


entirely confecrate himfelf to the 
work of their converfion. He 
went out in the fame fhip with 
the Miffionarices Manenberg aad 
Vetler ; and the Ictters fince re- 
ceived from him are fo highly fa- 
tisfactory, that the Directors are 
only reflrained by the neceffary 
limits of a report, frem infert- 
ing the whole of them. They 
con\ reyshowever, in te! lligence, that 
feveral poor heathens embrace 
joyfully the Savi our of Sinners, 
manifeft in their experience the 
genuine marks of a Divine work ; 
and one of them, on the near ex- 
pectation of her into 
the cternal ftate, exprefled the 
mo comfortable perfualion of 
her perfonal intereii in the love of 
Jefus, and the redemption precu- 
red by his death. 

This ufeful Miffionary has cpen- 
ed a ighool alfo, for the advan- 
tage of the children of the Hot- 
tentots; and mentions, in his lait 
letter, that the number of thefe 
who then attended was thirty. 

Baltian Tromp, a_ native of 
Holland, and fent out by our So- 
sicty, in connection with that at 
Rotterdam, is the Miflionary 
who, in purfuance of the plan 
laid down, comes next under our 
attention. Tle arrived at Cape- 
Town feveralt months before the 
two Miffionartes already mention- 
ed; aid labored there with much 
acceptance, both among Chrilt- 
jans and Heathens, till the period 
when 


depai ture 


Manenberg was appointed 


to fix his ftation at that place.* 


Tn June 1808, he departed from 
thence to the ipot where he has 
fince exercifed his miniftry ; which 
is called Wagyon-maker’s Valley. 

Tn cs commencement of his 
labors he met with oppofition 


from fome perfons in the vici: uly 


i) 
} 


who, although bearing the n ame 
ef Chiiftians, were inimical to the 
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inftruction of the uncivilized hes. 
thens in the doctrines of Chrift . 
and thefe men not only traduced 
the Miflionary caufe, aud mifre. 
prefented its object and tendency, 
but earneftly eatveated the g0- 
vernment at Cape-Town, to fup. 
prefs the miffion, and fend away 
its leader, as a feducer of the 
people. The Governor-genera} 
Dundas, was, however, fo well 
convinced of the motive which 
induced this oppofition, and un- 
derflood fo juttly the beneficial 
influence of the principles of 
Chriitianity, in promoting the ge. 
neral inter.its and tranquillity of 
the colony, that he wrote himfelf 
to this worthy brother, encourag. 
ing him to remain there, and ai. 
furing him of his pi roteclion. 
Thus fupported, he has cont 

ed to apply himfelf, with con. 
mendable affiduity to the ait 
charge of his duty ; and labors 
among{t different forts of hea. 
thens, fuch as Hottentots, Bol. 
chemen, and flaves from Mezam. 
bique ; in fome of whom he cx. 
prefles the hepe that he perceives 
the work of the Holy Spirit. At 
the monthly prayer-meetings, he 
fays, ** When we bow our knees 
before the throne of grace, they 
cry out, we thank God that you 
are come to us.” -_ He exercifes 
his miniliry in the houfe built for 
public worlhip, twice ov the 
Lord’s d and every Tuelday 
in the ait In the hou!: 
of a Chrillian friend, he preaches 
every ‘Vhuarfday afternoon ; and 
to the family in which he livesy 
and as many as chufe to 
there, he engages every eveulag 
in au ex pofition ef the Scripture, 
and in prayer. The wallet ot 


rnoon, 


heathen flaves who attend, varies 


according to the dif fpofition © 
their maders, Many of them, he 


fays, exprels a gicat reverence fv: 
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she gofpe 1; 

hear of a crucified Saviour. Great 

>| 

heathen. ‘Twenty of them are 

now learning the alphabet, thirty 

can fpell, ond five can read, and 
are learnings the catechifm. 

TT here are feveral other flations 
occupied by Miffionaries fent out 
by this fociety 5 and we have rea- 
fon tohope, that the bleffing of 
God refts ontheir minifitry. One 
of them is at Zak River, which 
is about nineteen days journey 
from the Cape, where the Muifhi- 
onary Kicherer is now fettled. 
The preaching of this minifter of 
the gofpel feems to have hgen at- 
tended with confiderable effec ; 
but he has been principally cm- 
ployed in itinerant labors, fo that 
thefe effe€ts cannot be fo diftiné- 
|; tated. He accompanied two 
of the brethren to the Corannas, 


to eltablith a Miflion among them, 


whereof we fhall foon {peak more 
particularly ; but partly on ac- 
count of his health, and partly at 
the defire of the heathens at Zak 
River, whom he had vifited ence or 
twice before, he decided, with the 
epprobation of the brethren, to 
fettle at that place. It appears 
that he is there affitted by a <i 
nan of the name of Schols, whofe 
ronverfion to God is among the 
truits of his miniftry, and to w whom 
ic is affording fuch appropriate 
miitruction as may qualify him for 
luture ufefulnefs among the hea- 
then. Another tation i at 
Graaf Reinet, which approaches 
the limits of the colony towards 
Caffraria, and where a confidera- 
vie number of the heathen are 
liearing the word of life from the 
Million nary Vanderlingen. At this 
place the Miffionary Society are 
ww the proprictors ofa piece of 
Ground of 2660 feet long, and 
broad ; which is the dona- 


and rejoice that they | 
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tion of the Commiflioner Maynier, 
a moit diftinguifhed protector and 


eace and love prevail among the ; friend of the “Miffienary caufe ; to 


| whom we have, on many occa- 
fions, been highly indebted. 
Hitherto we have had occafion 
to bear our teftimony to the mer- 
itorious fervices of our foreign 
brethren in the African Miffions. 
We have now the fatisfafiion to 
record the equally exemplary zeal, 
devotednefs, and fidelity of one 
of our own countrymen, the Mif- 
fionary Anderfon : he arrived in 
Africa about two years ago, near 
the time that a deputation from 
the people, called the Corannas, 
had reached one of ovr Miffion- 
ary fettlements, intreating, that 
fome perfons might be fent among 
them, to inftruét them in the 
Chrilliaa religion. This requeft 
having been repeatedly urged with 
great importunity, the above- 
named brother was appointed to 
this fervice, which he cheerfully 
undertook, in company with 
Kicherer as before ftated, and a 
calous and pious young man, a 
native of the Cape, of the name 
of Kramer. After a fatiguing 
and dangerous journey of shout 
five weeks, they reached the 
place of their deftination, called 
the Riet Fountain, which is on 
the weftern coaft, in the latitude 
of twenty-nine degrees fouth, near 
the Great or Orange River. Here 
they commenced their labors a- 
mong Heathens of different na- 
tions; fuch as Hottentots, Co- 
rannas, fome Namaquas (whofe 
‘general refidence is to the north- 
welt) and fome Briquas, who re- 
fide in the north-ealt ; and tha 
numerous clafs of men, called Baf- 
tards. ‘To fome of thefe who un- 
derftand the Dutch language, 
they had diretaccefs (Anderton 
having. acquired the knowledge 
thereof ;) and to others they ap- 
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plied, through the medium of in- 
terpreters, whom Providence had 
raifed up for them, two of whom 
appeared to he themfelves experi- 
mentally acquainted with the pow- 
er of that divine word which they 
were inftrumental in conveying to 
others. They were afterwards 
induced to remove from this place, 
by the repeated applications of a 
confiderable number of Battard 
Hottentots aud others, whe lived 





about eight days journey lower | 


down the Great Orange River ; 
> 
fy 


' time fupphied. 


and who were very defirous of be- | 
ing initruéted in the way of falva- 


tion, and to hear the word of 
life preached: they met them 
half way on the third of June, to 
their mutual joy, and found a- 
mong them a general defire for m- 
ftruétion. The Miflienaries re- 
fide ina houfe conftruéted with 
reeds, which is capable of contain- 
ing about 400 perfons, which: 1s 
about half the number of thofe 
who were under their fuperin- 
tendence, including men, women, 
and children, and were gratuit- 
oully fupplied with as much pro- 
vifions as were neceflary. Unac- 
quainted with the principles of 
agriculture, thefe nations live al- 
moft entirely on animal food ; and 
therefore are obliged frequently to 
change the place of their refi- 
dence, to procure fubfiftence for 
theircattle. The Miflicnaries had 
attempted to raife cora ; but from 
their imperfeét implements, and 
ignorance alfo of avricultural pur- 
fuits, they had not fuccceded ; 
but have the intention of repeat. 
ing, with more advantages, the 
Important experiment. They 
have not difcovercd amone thefe 
nations any fentiments or obferv. 
ances connected with religion; 
but neverthclefs, think they are 
likcly to receive the golpel difpen- 


sation, as well as other nations 


ce ee 
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alfo, which border on theirs, 
They thew many proofs of afee. 
tion to the Miffionaries ; and 2). 
though they had been fettled with, 
them only fix months, yet about 
twenty of them, had begun to 
read, fome could fpell, and others 
were learning the alphabet : ip. 
deed, the difpofition to receiys 
this kind of inftru@ion was {5 
great as to render further affi¢. 
ance neceflary ; and we have rea. 
fon to think, that it is by this 
The Miffionarie; 
exprefs the ftrong perfuafion alfo, 
that {piritual impreffions have 
been made on fome of thefe hea 
thens ; and, on account of the 
departure of Kicherer, and the 
profpe& of forming a Chriftian 
church among them, it has been 
judged expedient, and even ne 
ceflary, that the brother Ander. 
fon fhould receive ordination to 
the paftoral office, which has ac- 
cordingly been edminiftered at 
Cape-Town, by fome of the or- 
dained Mifftonaries then prefent. 
The great diftance of this ftation 
from the capital, and the infr- 
quency of the communication, 
will not permit us to indulge the 
expectation of hearing again ver 
foon from our dear brethrra: it 
has, however, afforded us much 
fatisfaction, to learn that two 
commiflfioners, appointed to fur- 
vey and report on the ftate of the 
colony, had vifited it, and exprefs 
ed to the government the perfna- 
fion they entertained, ‘That the 
exertions of the Miflionarics would 
prove one of the motft powerful 
means of civilizing the natives, 
and tranquillizing the colory. 
There are two other individuals 
who are entitled to be mentioned 
with refpe@ in this report ;—one 
of them is named Veritcr, a native 
of Holland, who was fent out by 


. e ° 4 
owr Society, with a particusat 
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view to afiftt our much valued 
friend, the Rev. Mr. Vos, in his 
very extenfive and ufeful {phere 
of action, at Rodefand — its vi- 
cinity 5 and we have the fatisfac- | 
tion to hear that his pda ser 
foryices in that diftri€t, are at- 


tended with the divine bleffing. | 


The cther 1s a native of Mozam- 
bigue, who had there been fold as 

a flave, and carried into the colo- 
zy of the Cape: the providence 
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at G od then brought him under | 


the awakening minifiry of the 


— brother Vos, juft mention- | 


cd, and his grace accompanied | ; 


the word preached, fo as to rene | 


= it effeftual to his falvation. 
For feveral years his conduct has 
adorned the gofpel of God our 
Saviour ; and for the twe laft 


5] 


of the Chriftian world, 


pecially, he has experienced an | 


arneft delire to be miftrumental 
in communicating to others thofe 
precious truths which he has him- 
(lf found to be the favor of life 
unto life. This young man, al- 


ready free in the Lord Jefus, the | 


Society has redeemed from civil 
bondage ; and as he has been fa- 
voréd with ftrong intellectual en- 
dowments, which are now unde 

fanétified dire@tion, he has babe 
placed under the care of the So- 


ciety at the Cape, that he might | 
— the advantage of a fuitable 


education, and efpecially more 


ull inftruction in the principles of | 
ivion, in order to ag him to | 
{iffiona- 


el; 
accompany fome other \ 
es to the extenfive region of 
emsc ue, and thus attempt 
intreduce into his native coun- 
y, which is now full of the ha- 
tations of cruelty,—that gof- 
re] lw hich bri: ngs healing and fal- 
under its wings. In the 
mean time, he is exertin ig himfelf, 
with commendable ze al, mn the in- 


aGert- 


e 
Ae 


r 
te 
bi 
t 
+ 
Vati ou 


ic: uction of the heathens at Cape- 


9 
\ 
{ own. 


' mong thofe emin 


| foon 


> 
a 


2r 






























































The individual, whofe name we 
fhall now add to this catalogue of 
worthy Miflionaries, is our highly 
revered and beloved friend Dr. 
Vanderkemp ; a Chiiftian, to 
whom God has been pleafed to 
communicate, m abundanee, the 
facred gifts and graces of his holy 
Spirit; and to q@alify him, both 
in difpofition and in talents, for 
occupying a diftingeuithed place 
among ; the heralds of the Redeem- 
er’s kingdom. The modeft mer- 
its of this fuperior chara&ter would 
gladly retire from notice, and 
avoid all human applaufe ; yer, 
againit his confent, decifion 
who coi. 
template the fac: ices bet 1as made, 
the d: mgers he has incurred, his 
unwearied labors, his fimplicicy 
and condefcenfion to the moit de- 
prefled of the human race, his 
itedfaft faith, his ardent and ex- 
alted zeal and devotednefs to the 

Lord Jefus, which prevail above 
the love of life, or the fear of 
death, will affi¢ ‘rn him in the re. 
cords of the Chriftian hiftory a 
itation advancing towards that of 
the apoftles, and difllinguithed a- 

ent namesin fuce 
ceeding perieds, whofe praife is 
in the churches. 

In our laft report, an intima- 
tion was given, that he was likely 
to commit the ftatien at 
Graaff Reinet to the care of Van- 
derlingen, and to remove to a 
place at a confiderable diftance. 

In thisjourney, he was attended 
| by a young Englifiman, named 
| James Read, whofe conduc has 
been fo uniformly becoming his 
profefiion, that he has acquired 
the particular affection and hir 
efteem of Dr. Vanderkemp, as 
well as that of the Directors. We 
have been informed by fubfequent 
advices, that they arrived in fafe- 
ty, after a perilous journcy at 
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goa Bay, on the eaftern coaft of | Excellency thought it advifeable 
the colony, in the latitude of | to poftpone the final adjuftment of 


twenty-nine degrees fouth A- 
bout 100 Hottentos accompanied 


| this meafure to the ratification of 


| the treaty. Since that period, we 


them from Graaff Reinet, under | 
from Dr. Vanderkemp ; but have 
received letters from Cape-Town, 
' which mention, that the fettle. 
-ment at Algoa Bay had been 


the efcort of Major Sherlock ; 
fome of whom feparated from 
them on the way, and others join- 
ed them: there were about cighty 
when they arrived at that place. 
Tt appears that this meafure was 
the effect of a correfpondence be- 
twixt his Excellency General 
Dundas, the governor of the co- 
lony, and Dr. Vanderkemp: the 
former, prompted by the human- 
ity of his difpofition, and the juit 
fentiments he entertained of the 
influence of Miffionary exertions 
in civilizing the natives, and pro- 
moting the peace and profperity 


are without any direét advices 


diilurbed by an attempt of fome 
of the natives to plunder it, and 
who fucceeded fo far, as to car 

off fome of the cattle ; which, 


! } .) TAY - Tere fre , | 
wwever, were arcerwaras recoy- 


of the colony, requefted the lat- | 
ter to furnifh him with a plan for | 


° j 
the formation of a Hottentot- | 


village, with a view to their civili- 
zation, by means of their inftruc- 
tion in the principles of religion 


and the purfuits of agriculture,and | 


thofe other arts whichare requifite 


ia the firft lage of fociety, and | 


havea tendency to introduce grad- 
ually its higher inflitutions. The 


plan which was fuggetted by Dr. 


the governor, who expreffed his in- 


ered. It was underftood, that 
this happened at a time when the 
military were abfent. Subfe. 
guent letters received from thence 
af{certain, that the Doétor was 
fill at Algoa Bay ; but are filent 
as to further difturbances. 

As the Direéiors confider this 
Miffionary fettlement, under the 
fuperintendance of Dr. Vander. 


| kemp, to be a meafure of great 
| importance, and as bearing a very 
| favorable afpe&t on the civiliza- 


tion of the heathen, and is calcu. 


| lated to bring great numbers of 


them into a pofition far more ac- 


| ceflible than they otherwife would 


have been to religious inftruction, 


they have determined to comply 
Vanderkemp was approved ef by | 


tentions of fupporting it, by fur- | 
nifhing provilions to the Hotten. | 


tots fora reafonable time, and fend- 


ing a part of the materials necef:- | 
fary for the coaitruction of the in- | 


tended fettlement. This has a@- 
ually been accomplifhed; fo far, at 
lealt, as relates to the provifions, 


ed for that purpofe. 


with the Dodctor’s recommenda- 
tion, and to afford him fuch pe- 
cuniary affittance as may be requi- 
fite to carry it into effect. They 
have accordingly lodged a credit 
with the Direéiors of the South 
African Society, to the extent of 
5o0ol. in his favor, to be ufed by 
him, if the circumftances of the 


| colony continued to difplay the 
which were fent ina fhip appoint. | 


At the time | 


now referred to, the account of | 
the figning of the preliminaries of | 
peace reached the colony ; and | 


in the uncertainty refpecting the 
power to whieh the fovereignty of 


‘ 


xt might ultimately belong, bis 


| 


fame encouraging appearances 
fpecting this plan: and at the 
fame time, they have alfo exprels- 
ed their difpofition to enlarge this 
fum, fhould it hereafter be necef- 
fary. Befides this, they have 
fent out a number of fuch imple- 
ments as were judged proper for 
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the intended buildings. In the | 
probability, however, that this co- 
lony might pafs again into the 
poffeffion of the Dutch govern- 
ment, and that they might be de- 
prived of the friendly prote€tion 
of General Dundas, they made 
refpectful application as mention- 
ed in the lait report to Mr. Janf- 
fen, his fucceffor, in behalf of 
their Maiffionary objects ; and 
have now the pleafure to mention, 
that his reply was of a very favor- 
able nature ; and aflured them 
of his friendly difpofition towards | 
them, and determination to make | 
it the fubjeét of particular confi- | 
deration with his predeceffor. 

In the laft report, the zeal and 
aftivity of the Directors of the 
South African Society were re- 
corded ; and we have now the fa- 
tisfaétion to renew this teftimony 
in their favor. TThefe devoted 
fervants of our Saviour are exert- 
ing themfelves with unabated en- 
ergy to promote, by various 
means, his kingdom among the | 
furrounding heathen ;: for this’ 
purpofe, they are erecting, ata 
great cxpenfe, and have nearly | 
inifhed, a commodious building 
at Cape-‘lown ; in which their 
prayer-mectings for the fpread of 
our Saviour’s kingdom are to be 
holden ; and the heathens are to | 
enjoy the advantage of private in- 
itructions, and of the public mi- 
nitry. They have alfo formed 
the important refolution of eftab- | 
iifhing a Seminary, for the pur- 
pole of communicating appropri- | 
ate inftruétion to the converted 
aucathen, and afterwards fending 
them out as Miflionaries, or inter- 
preters, to thofe regions in the in- 
terior, with whofe language they | 
are acquainted. In this work | 
they requeft our co-operation : | 
and as it appears fo cligible a 





obje& of our Society, which is 
the converfion of the heathen, we 
fhould be very happy to lend them 
our affiitance, if the liberality of 
the friends of the inftitution 
fhould enable us to do it, confilt- 
ently with the claims which ous 
extending plans will foon have 
upon our funds. It would be 
the more gratifying to us, becaufe 
thefe worthy brethren have, by 
their generofity, greatly alleviated 
our burdens, and fuftained our ex- 
pences; having taken upon them- 
felves the charge of providing 
both for Manenberg, Tromp, and 
Maart. ‘Their zeal alfo for this 
object, is manifefted by the inter- 
courfe which they maitain with 
ferious individuals, who are dif- 
perfed in various parts of the co- 
lony ; roufing and exciting into 


‘activity the latent principles of 
| grace, and ftirring them up to vigi- 


lant exertions, for the inftruction 
of the heathens in their refpeCtive 
vicinities.s In many inftances, 
they have imparted to others the 
zeal with which they are them- 
felves infpired ; and the benefi- 
cial fruits of it appear from the 
reports in our poffeflion, from dif- 
ferent parts of the interior, We 
have alfo to mention the forma- 


tion of a diftin& Miffionary Soci- 


ety at Stellenbofch, in that colo- 


ny 3 the Dire€tors of which have 
_expreffed their defire to maintain 
| an intimate intcrcourfe with ours, 


and a difpofition to aid, with 
their funds, the meafures we may 
purfue in Africa, fo far as they 


'can make it convenient: and in 


proof of their fincerity, they have 
already taken upon themfelves 
the charge of the before-mention- 
ed Miflionary Bekkar, who re- 
fides in that place. Thefe Chrif- 
tian brethren were formerly in im- 
mediate connection with the Soci- 


means of accomplifhing the great | ety at Cape-‘Town ; but having 








- 


conceived that the great object | 


would be bef promoted by their 
ating diftinéy and independent- 
ly, they have accordingly formed 
themfelves into a feparate body, 
under the name of the S¢ellen- 
bofch Cooperating Society : and as 
they appear to be actuated by the 
fame ardent defire to promote the 


eaufe of Chrift which aninates | 


their brethren at the Cape, we 
have only to manifeit to both that 
fincere affection in which they 
equally ‘hare, and to offer up our 
interceflions for the gracious and 


abundant benedictions of the great | 


Head of the church on their re- 


fpective endeavors, to advance his | 


kingdom in thofe dark regions 
which furround them. 
thus clofed our report of the ftate 
of our Miffionary concerns in 
Africa ; but before we proceed 
to other fubjecis, let us from this 
flation take, as in One view, a re- 
trofpect of the courfe we have 
travelled in that country : it will 


have a tendency to cheer our | 


hearts, invigorate our energies, 


and awaken cur. gratitude mto 


new fongs of praife. 
to believe, that many thoufand 


ing the gofpel of falvation from 


the lips of thofe Miffionaries who 


have been fent out by this Society. 


We have alfo reafon to hope, that | 


many amongit them, who were 
lately afar off, have become fel- 
low-citizens of the faints, and are 
now a part of the houfehold of 
faith. 
the rifing generation are receiving 
that bencticial inflruction which 1s 
at once adapted to advance their 
ftation, and increafe their ufeful- 
nefs in civil fociety ; and which 
efpeciady tends to form them into 
honorable members of the com- 
munity of faints, and active in- 
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A confiderable number of | 





(Der. 


ftruments in promoting the king. 
dom of Chrilt. Among many of 
the Chriftians, we obferve an ener. 
gy unknown and unexerted be. 
fore: a time of refrething from 
the prefence of the Lord, the ef. 
fe&ts of which are felt to the ex. 
tremities of the colony. In ma. 
ny of the heathen tribes, there 
appears an atiention to divine jp. 
ftruétion ; in many others, a de. 
fire to have the preachers of the 
gofpel fent among them ; and ra. 
rious circumflances concur to ep. 
courage the hope, that their minds 
are under a facred preparation for 
the gofpel difpeniation, Alrealy 
our Miffionaries are inftruting 


i thofe tribes and nations whole 
¥ | 
We have 


memorial has fearcely reached us, 
and is hardly to be traced in the 
records of hiflory. ‘Till lately 
they have probably not heard of 
the name of Jefus, nor the efficacy 


| of his blocd to procure the remif. 


fion of their fins: others, equally 
unknown to us, but who have ree 
ceived fome indiliiad rumours 


| concerning the objeé of our Mi- 
' fionaries, have exprefled their de- 
| fire to have fome fent to them; 
We have the itronge/t reafon | 


and this we have the pleafure to 


. fay, is likely to be foon gratified ; 
: . ; ti Pe 
heathens in Africa are now hear- | 


as two young men from the Ber- 
lin Seminary, named Palm and 
Ulbricht, who are ia connediion 
with our Society, and who have 
been long detained in Holland, 
are now on the point of departu 


to that colony, accompanied by 
'fome other brethren, fent out by 


the Rotterdain Society. Let us 
connect thefe in our daily prayers, 
with their fellow-labourers, both 
in Africa and Otaheite, .who are 
already entered into their Miffions 
ary warfare. AQuated, we trufts 
by the nobleft motives by which 
the human mind can be {wayeds 
they have relinquifhed the cuore 
meuts of civilized fociety, for 
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difgufting intercourfe of the rude 
snd uninflru@ted heathen; fome 
of them have fuffered the want of 
all things, have been, like the 
apoltle, in deaths oft, in perils of 
waters, in perils of robbers, in 
perils by the heathen, in perils in 
the wildernefs, in wearinefs and 
painfulnefs, in watchings often, in 
hunger and thirft, in faftings oft- 
en, in cold and nakednefs. With 
the enjoyment of the approbation 
of Chrift, which is their beft re- 
ward, may they fee alfo accom- 
plithed the next defire of their 
hearts, in the converfion of many 
heathens to him ! 

The Dire€tors have, in the next 
place, to inform the Soctety of 
the refult of the labors of the 
Rey. Mr. Hillyard at the ftation 
afiigned him at’ Twillingate, in 
Newfoundland. In the former 
Report, they exprefled their ap- 
probation of his conduét, and no- 
ticed the ulefuluefs of his miniftry; 
lince then, the period for which 
he engaged his fervices to the So- 
ciety having expired, he has been 
induced, for various reafons which 
appear to us fatisfactory, to return 
to his native country ; and at 
prefent it remains uncertain, whe- 
ther he may again refume his con- 
nection with the religious fociety 
at that place. From a principle of 
juftice to this ferious and excelent 
young man, as well as from the 
lincere affeétion which we feel to- 
wards him, we mult bear our tef- 
timony to the faithfulnefs, affidui- 
ty, and fuccefs; which has diflin- 
guithed his minifry among that 
people ; and we cannot do it fo 
well as in the words of our highly 
cileemed brother, who is perfectly 
acquainted with their local cir- 
cumitances, and has manifefted 
the moi perfevering and com- 
mendable attention to their fpirit- 
ual profperity. During the 

Vor. IV. No. 6. 
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term, he fays, for which Mr. Hill- 
yard pledged his fervices, he has 
labored, day and night, in public 
and private infru@tion: he has 
endured hardfhip not only from 
the climate, but from want of 
fhelter and fuitable food, and from 
the extremely uncivilized manners 
of the remote iflanders. The 
Lord has bleffed his efforts, in a 
degree that has feldom been heard 
of in a fimilar fituation ;—twenty- 
eight perfons having been formed 
into a church of Chrift, fourteen 
others, chiefly young men, joined 
{tatedly in public prayer together ; 
and at leait half that number of 
young women, apparently under 
fpiritual concern.” We have al- 
fo feena letter froma member of 
the church, exprefflive of the great- 
eft refpe& for his paftor; ftating 
in affeCting terms their prefent 
deftitute fituation, flrongly in- 
treating that a ferious Chriftian 
may be fent out, who may preach 
the gofpel to them, and inftruct 
their children in common learning, 
and for whofe fupport he thinks 
they could raife eighty pounds 
per annum. He intimates, that 
a ferious, plain Chriftian, well in-, 
ftructed in the fcriptures, and 
who has the good of fouls at 
heart, might be fuitable for their 
purpole, although he did not pof- 
fefs the advantages of learning, or 
very fhining talents. We hope 
the great Head of the church, by 
means of our Society, or by other 
means, will provide a fuitable paf- 
tor for this diftant branch of his 
church, who fhall promote and 
increafe the rood work fo happily 
begun. 

The two Miffions which have 
been for fome time eftablifhed in 
Quebec, and the Bay of Chaleur, 
are, in many refpeéts, circumitan- 
ced alike. They are both expof- 


| ed to aconfiderable degree of ob- 
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loquy and oppofition, from fome 


of thofe who bear the Chriilian | 
ition. Mr. Mitchell does not feem 


name around them ; and yet, 


both of them feem to be attended | 
| but has been hitherto fo circum. 
| ftanced, as to have been prevented 
_ from procuring that informatio, 
| concerning them, which we hoped 
before this to have recived from 
| him. 


with beneficial effeéts. Mr. Ben- 
toim, who is fettled at Quebec, 
and who appears to maintam and 
defend boldly the diftinguifhiag 

rinci aciples sof the gofpel, furround. 
ed by thofe who reject and con- 
temn them; and whofe addrefles 
to the confcience feem likewile to 
be very clofe and ener, getic, by 
which the cor ruptions of the hu- 
man heart are roufed into open 
hollility againit him 5; yet men- 
tions, in his lait letter, that there 
are fome precious fouls whom 


and devout breathings, oblige him 
to believe that, by his inftrumen- 
tality, they have been brought 
out of nature’s darknefs into the 
marvellous ligit of the gofpel ; 
and adds, that he has, great hopes 

a good work is going forward 
among them. 


Mr. Mitchell alfo, whofe ftation 


is at New Carlifle, in the Bay af 


Chaleur, obferves with thankful. 
nefs, that the work of the Lord 
continues to profper in the midit 
of oppofition ; and a Ictter from 
the members of his church mem 
tions, that. two praying focicties 
have been formed amongtft them ; 
and great attention paid to the in- 
itruction of the rifiug generation. 
They exprefs their grat 
Ing the gofpel amor igthem: a 
to value, and fuitably to improve. 
The original purpofe of the So- 
cic ty, in fendi ny 


fons to Canada 


as might induce them, in the 


ake a mfion am 
take a Muon among 
- 


' tention, 


itude to | 
God, and to the Society, for fend- | 


‘thofe two per- 
was, that they 
might obtain fuch information 
there of the contiguous heathen, 


[Dre, 


j thus fulfil the dire& and mof 


prominent objet of the inftitu. 


to have loft fight of this matter ; 


Having now ftated to the So. 
ciety an outline of the meafures 


| which have evgaged their atten. 


tion during the palt year, aad 
acquainted them with the general 
ftate and principal effects of it; 


' different Miffions, the Dire@ors 
have now to fpecify the objects 
charity and their pious conduct | 


which at prefent engage their at. 
and the proper accom. 
plifiment of which has long lain 
very near their hearts ; but before 
they proceed further, they mui 


| fullil the painful tafk of reco: rding 


the lofs which this Sochety his 


fuflained, as well as the religious 


world at large, by the death of 


its late highly refpected Secreta- 


ry, the Rev. Mr. Eyre, who was 
one of its inftitutors; and, to the 
latett period of his life, embraced 
its great obje&ts with unabated 
zeal and affection. His memory 
will long be cherifhed in the 
wounded hearts of his neareft and 


_mott intimate friends, and be re- 


tained by all who knew him in the 
highelt eftimation; but his beit 
wh 0 gium, and his moft valuable 
memorial, will be found in the 


beneficial effeAs of thofe various 
b! effing which they appe: ar hichly | 


plans of Chriftian be mnevolence 


| which originated in his warm and 


affectionate heart 5; w ‘hich were 


matured in his enlarged and com 
prehenfive mind ; and are likely 
to be the fource olf the moft in- 


‘portant benefits to furrounding 
countries, and to future genera- 
. P - ! 
courle of a few years, to under. | 
them 3 and | 


tions, in a long fucceffion. 
The Sem: nary at Gofpert, Wie 
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der the fuperintendence of the 
Rev. Mr. Bogue ; and that at 
Rotterdam, under the care of the 
Society there, contain the princi- 
pal inftruments of our future Mif- 
fions. In the former, there are 
cight individuals devoted, we truil, 
to the fervice of our Lord; a- 
mong whom fome are adapted for 
tue communication of evangelical 
jitructien in Tndia, or other civil- 
ized countries; and one to the 
iubelieving defcendants of Abra- 
ham. In the latter, there are 
fuine who are qualified to flrength- 
ca the Miffious in Africa; and 
others, to introduce new ones in 
the ifland of Ceylon; and, be- 
tides thefe, we have one in Scot- 
land, who appears adapted to any 
accefhible {lation in Afia. ‘Thefe 
liflerent objects have already re- 
ceived the Gohtiion of the Society 
aid whether we confider i 
ieparately, or in their aggregate 
importance ; whether we contem- 
plate fome of them as to their 
population, and others in rcfpe& 
to their influence on the general 
interefts of the world,—we mutt 
be deeply imprefled with the ne- 
ceffity of uniting every principle 
of prudence and precaution with 
that unremitting vigilance which 
allows of no culpable delay. On 
the next anniverfary meeting it is 
their earnefl hope, that they fhali 
have the privilege of annouucing 
to the Society the execution of 
fome of thefe meafures. They 
truft that their folitary Miffionary 
in [nadia ( Forfyth) who has 1 long 
x exprefled his ardent defire for af- 
filkance in that extenfive field of 
wction, will have this defire grati- 
fed ; and that the many millions 
of heathens in thofe%dolatrous re- 
gions, will be continually receiving 
frefh acceflions of Chriftian Mif- 
jionaries from this Society and 
others, who, like friendly allies, 
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will afford their mutual aid in the 
caufe of their common Lord. 

The natives of Ceylon who 
bear the Chriftian name, whofe 
number is eftimated at 100,000, 
have, we are informed, for feveral 
years been deftitute of religious 
inftruction ; and, moft prob: ably, 
are fait relapfing into heathenifm ; 
but the Chief Shepherd has, they 
truft, inclined the heart of the 
brother Ringeltaube to feek out 
thefe wanderers, and bring them 
back to his fold. Having refided 
fome time in India, and being 
informed of their flate by Mr. 
Gericke, the Danifh Miffionary, 
fe well known for his devotednefs 
to the caufe of our Saviour, and 
being alfo charged by him to rep- 
refent their cafe in England, he 
has felt the flrong claim which 
they have upon the attention of 
Chriftians, and has accepted the 
invitation of the Directors to form 
a part of a Miffion to that ifland. 
They hope that brother Frey al- 
fo, a defcendant from Abraham, 
and now the heir of his faith, will 
foon have the defire of his heart 
fulfilled, and bear his teftimony 
to the Jews, that the Meffizh is 
already come, and that it is im 
vain to look for anothicr. 

It will, however, doubtlefs, oc- 
cur to thofe who take a fuitable 
intereit in the concerns of the So- 
ciety, that the accomplifhment of 
thefe various objects will unavoid- 
ably occafion a ery increafed ex. 
penditure of its funds. Indeed, 
the Sliitiantate of the laft veai 
have greatly excecded its income, 
and rendered it neceflary to 
pofe of fome part of that proper. f- 
ty, which the Directors would 
have been glad to have retained 
as the bafis of its permanent fup- 
port. Tt will be extremely man- 
ifeft to thofe who attentively re- 
fic on the fubjed, that, withour 
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an adequate and permanent foun- 
dation, the Direétors cannot em- 
bark in new and extenfive under- 
takings, however promifing and 
defirable, fince they would there- 
by expofe the Socicty to the dan- 
ger of diforder in its affairs, and 
of their bringing difhonor on the 
caufe. It is not doubted that 
this fhort intimation will produce 
that fpontaneous liberality, which 
will render a more impreffive ad. 
drefs on this fubjeét unnecefiary. 


Inthe mean time, we have to no- | 


tice with fatisfaGtion, that fome 


friends to this great object, have | 


lately, by their teftamentary dif- 
pofitions, manifefted that its prof- 
perity after their deceafe, was an 
object which occupied their anxi- 
eties during their lives. 

The Directors cannot conclude 
this Report without expreffing 


their feafe of the gratitude which | 


is due to Divine Providence, for 
tlie high advantages of a religious 


nature which are enjoyed in this | 
country, under its happy conflitu- | 
tion, and the mild and tolerant | 
adminiftration of his Majefty’s | 


government ; by which, they are 


not only protected in the perfonal | 


enjoyment of thefe facred privi- 
leges, but have the opportunity 
allo of communicating them to 


diftant lands: thus advancing the | 
honor of the Britifh name, by | 
the exercife of the beft difpofi- | 


tions which belovg to our nature, 
and the communication of the 
higheft benefits which cay be con- 
ferred upon other nations. With 
equal fatisfaction, they exprefs 
alio their perfuafion, that a jutt 
concern for the honor of the 
Redeemer, in the converfion of 
the heathen, appears to increafe 
among Chriftians ; and although 
it itil falls far below the impor- 
tance of the occafion, and the ex- 
teat of their duty, yet it juftifies 
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the hope that this facred impref. 
fion proceeds from the higheft 
fourece, and that it will gradually 
fpread among the churches, and 
produce the moft beneficial effeéts, 
With fincere fatisfa@tion they re. 
cognize the meritorious zeal of 
other focieties ; and rejoice jn 
every inftance of their fuccefs. I; 
is their earneft defire, that the pro. 
motion of this facred caufe mar 
engage the friendly competition 
of every branch of the great com. 
munity of Chriflians ; and they 
will not ceafe to offer their fup. 
plications, that a divine benedic. 
tion may attend them all. Till 
within a few years pait, three 
Societies*™ had the exclufive hon. 


!or of fending Miflionaries from 


this country to the heathen; and 


| thefe are jullly entitled to diltin- 
| guifhed refpect in the records of 


thechurch. Roufed by their ex. 
ample, others have now entered 
into this immenfe field of Chrif- 
tian benevolence, and partake in 
their labors. One Society is 
promoting this great work, by 
the tranflation and circulation of 
the Scriptures and religious tracts, 
in the populous region of Hin- 
doftan, before the power of which 
the flrong holds of Satan are al- 
ready beginning to flaket : ano- 
ther is planting the ftandard of the 
Crofsin theconfines of Europeand 
Afia; to which we hope the tribes 
of ‘Tartary and the deluded advo- 
catesof the Koran will in duc time 
repairt ; whilft a thirdjj is attend- 
ing to the inflruétion and prepara 


* The Society for propagating th: 
Gofpel in Foreign Parts; and thote 
the Moravian and Wefleyan connec 
tions. 

{ The Baptift. 

$ The Edinburgh Miflienary Soci- 
+ 
7 ‘Ty . rm fe . 

| The Society for Miffiona to Av? 
and the Eaft. 
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tion of accepted Miffionaries, and 
thus laying a good foundation 
for future ufefulnefs. Thefe, as 
well as this Society, ave the fruits 
of the zeal of Chriftians in Bri- 
tain, whillt the churches in Ame- 
rica alfo, infpired by fimilar mo- 
tives, are fending forth, in various 
directions, their harbingers of the 
gofpel among the Indian tribes ; 
aud have already received the 
cheering accounts of its favorable 
reception. 


On the continent of Europe, | 


London Mifponary Society. 





we perceive the beams of evangel- 


al light rekindling in 
places, ” and contending with the 
principles of error and infidelity 
which have pervaded thofe regions 
where the pure dectrines of the 
reformation were formerly main- 
tained ; while the hand of Provi- 
dence has thrown down the prin- 
cipal barriers of fuperitition in 
thofe countries over which Anti- 
chrit had long ftretched his 
bloody and defpotic {ceptre, and 
has thus prepared the way for the 
entrance of the gofpel. 

Thefe are events, which fome 
may confider as thofe common 
occurrences which arife in every 
azey and are connected with no 
important refult ; but this Soci- 
ety will rather cherifh the hope, 
that they are the effeéts of fupe- 
rior impulfe on the mind, and a 
put of the arrangements of an in- 
fiaitely wife and unerring Provi- 
dence, which has determined the 
ultimate revovation of the world 
alter along feafon of darknefs, 
depravity, and diforder; and is 
now introducing the dawn of that 
bri I rht pe eriod which, from the be- 
ginning, has been the favourite 
tieme of prophecy, the hope and 
confolation of the church, and is 
the - f glory of the Chriitian 
M¢ ati iON. 

Te v this great confummation it 
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is the privilege of the difciples of 
Chrift to look with that firm con- 
fidence, which has for its bafis the 
unerring records ; and whilll it is 
their duty alfo to promote its ap- 
proach by all the means which 
the Scriptures fuggeft and allow, 

they will cHeerfully refer the event 
of their humble endeavours to 
Him who has referved in his own 
hands the times and the feafons, 

Stedfaltly lo king at the unfailing 
promile, their perfualion of its ac- 
con iplifhment at the right period, 

rcits on the veracity of Him who 
prefides over the valt concerns of 


| the univerfe, and can command all 





its poner, inteileciual and mate- 
rial, to beconie the inftruments of 
exccuting his pleafure and fulil- 
ling his word. 
(in the name of the Directors, ) 
Joseru HiarpcasTLe, 
Treafurer. 


P. S. The Directors have the 
fatisfaGion to communicate the 
following interefting intelligence 
concerning Dr. Vanderkemp and 
his affociate, Mr. James Read ; 
for which they are indebted to 
the kinduefs of Mr. Kay, furgeon 
of his majefty’s brig the Penguin, 
which was flationed in the Bay 
of Algoa, from the month of 
May to the end of September 
1802 ; during which period this 
gentleman had frequent inter- 
courfe with them. It appears 
that a confiderable progrefs has 
been made in the Miffionary fet- 
tlement at Bota’s Place, which is 
about eight miles from the Bay : 
that a number of houfes have been 
erected by the Hottentots, on a 
plan fuperior to thofe which they 
have before been accuflomed to 
build ; and that this work con- 
tinues principally to occupy them. 


They fubfift partly on the ftores 


| which the government has kindly 





230 


fupplied them with, and partly 
on wil fowl, which abound in 
that country ; fuch as geefe, tur- 
keys, pheafants, partridges, &c. 
and being furnifhed with imp a 
ments of saricultéte, aid poflefied 
alfo of land which the government 
has given to the fettiement, to the 
extent of an hour’s ride every 
way, tlicre is reafon to believe 
that they will be able to provide 
themfelvesewith the means of fub- 
fiftence, in fufficient pienty, after 
their prefent flock is exhaulted. 
‘hey already have began to raife 
both wheat and rice. T' 
and his unwearied 


attention to 


the good wd the natives, has con- | 


ciliated their confidence in an un- 
bounded degree 3; and every inti- 
mation of his willis rega: ded with 
the moft prompt obedience. In 
tue attempt made by the govern- 

ment to bring back the runaway 
Flecreniots, the character of prob- 
ity and good faith which he had 
acquired, was the principal means 
of accomplifhing it, as they refuf- 
ed to confide in any individual but 
him. The good effects of the 
eftablifiment are already apparent 
in the improved morals of the na- 
tives, —their order and cleanlinefs, 


both in perfons and habitations, | 
as well as in their fobriety and | 
200 of them | 
eouftantly attend divine worfhip, 


induitry. About 


which at prefent is condu¢ted in 
a barn: their attention is ferious, 
and their ae y remar kably 
orca OUS. 
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On the Apocrypha. 





ine ex- | 
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enipiary conduct ox the Doctor, ' 


books ° 


midft of his | 
'to be of divine authority by the 
| Jews. 
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and exercifes his miniftry there 
among the Englith foldiers, who 
were itationed at that place; and 
who are faid to have beea very at. 
tentive to his difcourfes. Befides 
this, he was affiduoufly enga ged 
in the inftruction of children, 

whofe progrefs in reading and 
writing was very fatisfactory — 
Monfieur Le Moens, the Com. 
mandant of the Garrifon, mani. 
fefted very high refpect for them 

both, and thew ed them every kind 


attention. 


On the Apocrypha. 


HE church of Rome, by 
her laft Council which met 


at Trent, hath placed in the fame 
rank with the law aad the 2 


phets, the following apocryphal 
Tobit, Judith, Wifdom, 
Eceletiatticus, the firft and fecond 
books of the Maccabees, Bar ruch, 
with the additions to Elther aud 
Daniel. Thefe are the only 
books of the mpocrypaa which 
were fanctioned as divine by that 
council, An. Dom. 1545—1563. 
Its words are worthy to be noted. 
“© Si quis Libros ipfos integros, 
cum omuibus fuis partibos 5 pro 
facris et canonicis non fufceperi 
anathema fit :’’ viz. Wheaene 
fhall not receive the whole that 
is contained in the above named 
books, as facred and canonical 


; . vail 
| —let him be accurfed. By ail 


proteftant churches, however, they 
are accounted mere human com- 


pomticns 9 ; and in defence of this 
| judgment, the following 1 


reafons 

may be advanced. ; 
} 

They were not acknowledgeé 


This circumftance is de- 
cifive. If they were not r eceived 
by thofe, to whom the oracles of 
God were committed, and who 
were never blamed for rejecting 
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any of his oracles, what right has 
any Council, or any individual, un- 
der the prefent difpenfation, to 
affign them a place among the cae 
nonical writings ? In confrmation 
of this argument, it may be re- 
marked, they are not written ei- 
ther in pure Hebrew, or in that 
mixed dialeét which was fpoken 
after the captivity, but in Greek ; 
and it is highly improbable that 
God would deliver any part of 
revelation to his people in a lan- 
ruage which they did not under- 
fland. 

They were written after the 
days of Malachi, in whom, accor- 
ding to the univerfal teflimony of 
the Jews, the fpirit of prophecy 
ceafed ; and who not obfcurely 
hints, that after him no” prophet 
fhould arife, till the Baptift fhould 
come, in the fpirit and power of 
Elijah.* The vain pretence, in 
the book of Wifdom that it was 
written by Solomon, is an addi- 
tional proof that it is not infpired, 
hecaufe the pretence is manifeftly 
falfe. In another part of the 
book the writer reprefents the If- 
raelites as in fubje¢tion to their 
enemies ; whereas we know that 
during the reign of Solomon they 
cnjoyed peace and profperity.+ 

No part of them is quoted by 
Chrift or his apoflles. Indeed, 
all the books of the old teftament 
are not quoted, though the moft 
of them are ; and they are all re- 
cognized, under the general titles, 
ef the Law, the Prophets, and 
the Pfalms. Is it credible, that, 
if the apocryphal books were in- 
{pired, not a fentiment would be 
tranferibed, not a paflage would be 
produced as an authority from any 
of them, in the gofpel or epittles ; 
aud that net a fingle word would 


* Malachi iv. 4, 5, 6. 


1 Wud. in 7, 8. av. 14. 


On the Apocrypha. * 
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be found in all the new teftament 
from which it could be inferred 
that fuch books were in exift- 
ence? 

‘They were not admitted inte 
the canon of fcripture, during the 
four firlt centuries ; and when 
they began to be ufed in the re- 
ligious affemblies, they were read, 
as Jerom fays, ‘¢ not for the con- 
firmation of do¢trine, but for the 
edification of the common people.” 
Even the Council of Carthage, 
which met in the early part of the 
fifth certury, and placed the apoc- 
ryphal books among the canonical 
{criptures, has been fuppofed to 
ufe the word canonical, in that 
loofe fenfe which was fometime’ 
annexed to it by the fathers, when 
they applied it to all thofe books 
which might be read in the 
church.* 

It is certain, that the fame 
council feems to afcribe divine au- 
thority exclufively to the undif- 
puted feriptures of the old and 
new teftament, when it declares in 
a preceding unanimous decree, 
the danger of the man who aéis 
in oppolition to the prophets, and 
the gofpels.+ 

Not one of the writers, in di- 
rect terms, advances a claim to 
infpiration ; and fome of them fay 
fuch things, as amount to an ac- 
knowledgement that they were 
not infpired. The fon of Sirach 
begs the reader to pardon any 
faults which he may have com- 
mitted in tranflating the works of 
his grandfather into Greek. It 
is acknowledged in two places of 

the firft book of the Maccabees, 
that there was no prophet in If 


* Vide Codic. Canon. Ecclef. Afri- 
canz, Can. xxiv. 

+ Vide Can. v.. Univerfum concili- 
um dixit. Nemo contra Prophetas, 








nemo contra evangelia facit fing per 
Prologue to Ecclefiatt, 


culo. 
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rael.® The fecond book is a pro- 
fefied abridgement of Jafon of 
Cyrene.t And the author con- 
cludes with the following words, 
which are unworthy of a perfon 
who wrote by infpiration. “ If I 
have done well and as is fitting 
the ftory, it is that which I defir- 
eds; but if flenderly and meanly, 
it is that which I could attain 
unto.” 

Laftly, the apocryphal books 
contain fables and contradictions. 
‘The ftory of Judith is, on good 
ground, pronounced to be a fic- 
tion. After the return of the 
Jews from captivity when it is 
faid to have happened, there was 
no Nubuchodonofar, king of Af- 
fyria, by whofe army their land 
could be invaded. The mott re- 
markable incidents in Tobit are 
exactly on a level in point of prob- 
ability, with the tales which amuf- 
ed our childhood. Antiochus is 
faid in the firft book of the Mac- 
cabees to have died in Babylon ;{ 
but in the fecond to have been 
flain in the temple of Nanea, in 
Perfia; and again to have died in 
a ftrange land in the mountains. |} 


On the integrity of the Infpired 


Writings. 


N reading feveral paffages in 
the old teflament in which 
reference is made to other books 
as recording the fame fa@&s, a 
queftion often occurs, viz. have 
aay of the iufpired writings been 
loft. With regard to the new 
teflament, there is no ground for 
linagining, that any books are 
now wanting of which it original. 


* Chap. iv. 46. ix. 2 
f 2 Macc. ii. 23. 

¢ 1 Maccabees vi. 4, 16. 
| 2 Maccabees i. 1 3—16. 


rc 





ly confifted.* But in the ol 
teftament we read of feveral books 
which are not now found in the 
canon ; as the book of Jather 
the book of the wars of the Lord. 
the books of Nathan and Gad, 
and the book of Shemaiah th: 
prophet, and Iddo the feer cop. 
cerning genealogies. Before, how. 
ever, the inference, for which the 
names of thefe books are quoted, 
can be fairly drawn, it mutt be 
proved, either that they were all 
infpired, or that fuch of them a 
were written by infpiration have 
perifhed. But while it is extreme. 
ly foolifh to conclude that every 
book was infpired, to which there 
is a reference in the {eriptures; 
the opinion of the Jews and many 
Chriftian writers, is not improba. 
ble, that fome of the books con. 
cerning which we are inquiring, 
are ftill extant uuder other names, 
and conftitute part of the books 
of Samuel and Kings. Our Lord 
who reproved the Jews with fo 
much fidelity, never charged them 
with having fuffered any part of 
revelation to perifh ; and he feems 
to affure us of the integrity of the 
Hebrew feriptures, when he favs, 
that * not one jot, nor one tit, 
fhall pafs from the law, till all be 
fulfilled.”? For the law fignthes 
in this place, as we learn fromthe 
preceding verfe, and according to 
the fenfe of the word in many 
other paffages, not the five books 
of Mofes alone, but the whol 


* Prem Colofkans, Chap. iv. 16, fome 
have iulerred that Paul wrote an ¢pi- 
le to the Laodiceans, which, it 1s pte 
tended is ftil in exiltence. But that 
veric {peaks of an epiftle mot t0 the 
Leodiccans, but from Laodicea; and 
the epifle to the Laodiceans, whict 
bears the name of Paul, is a wing 
patched up of fentences from his other 
epifties, without any determinate cn’ 
Vids Witham in vita Pauli, Set. a 
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{yftem of doétrines and precepts, 
which had been delivereg to the 
church. If we believe in a Prov- 
idence, vigilant, active and al- 
mighty, we can no more allow 
ourfelves to think, that it would 
permit any part of revelation, 
which was intended to be a com- 
lete and perpetual rule of faith, 
to be loft, than that it would fuf- 
fer the light of the fun to be 
extinguifhed. 


On Infpiration. 


N forming a true idea of the 
infpiration of the holy fcrip- 
tures, a queftion of very confider- 
able moment occurs, viz. whether 
the words in which the facred 
writers have exprefled themfelves 
were infpired. Some think, that 
in the choice of words, they were 
left to their own difcretion, and 
that the language is human, tho’ 


On Infpiration. 


mental operations. 


‘; 


eee 


| abftraét truths, or of things which 
| do not lie within the fphere of 
| fenfation, but by conveying to the 


the matter be divine ; while others | 


believe, that in their expreflions, 
as well as their fentiments, they 


| 


were under the infallible direétion | 


of the holy Spirit. It is the laft 
opinion which appears to be moft 
conformable to truth ; and it may 
be. fupported by the following 
reafoning. 

Every man, who hath attended 
to the operations of his own mind, 
knows, that we think in words ; 
and that when we form a train or 
combination of ideas we clothe 
them with words; and that the 
ideas which are not thus clothed, 
are indiltinét and confufed. Let 
aman try to think upon any fub- 
ject, moral or religious, without 
the aid of language, and he will 
either experience a total ceffation 
of thought ; or, as this feems im- 
poffible, at leaft while we are 
awake, he will find himfelf con. 
trained, notwith{tanding his ut- 
molt endeavors, to have recourfe 


Vou. IV. No. 6. 


_words were in{pired ; and this is 


‘ 


' 
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/ well as the fentiments; and that 


' wrote, might be fafely inferred 
_ from the comparative darknefs of 





| he does not underftand, unlefs he 
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to words as the inftruments of his 
As a great 
part of the {cripturcs was fug- 
gefted or revealed to the writers ; 
as the thoughts or fentiments 
which were perfectly new to them, 
were conveyed into their minds by 
the Spirit, it is plain they muft 
have been accompanied with words 
proper to exprefs them, and con- 
fequently that the words were 
di@ated by the fame influence on 
the mind, which communicated 
the ideas. The ideas could not 
have come without the words, 
becaufe without them they could 
not have been conceived. A no- 
tion of the form and qualities of a 
material objeét, may be produced 
by fubjeéting it to our fenfes ; but 
there is no conceivable method of 
making us acquainted with new 


mind in fome way or other, the 
words fignificant of them. Inall 
thofe paffages of fcripture, there- 
fore, which were written by reve- 
lation, it is manifeft, that the 


ftill more evident, with refpe& to 
thofe paflages which the writers 
themfelves did not underftand. 
No man could write an intelligi- 


ble difcourfe on a fubje&t, which 
were furnifhed with the words, as 


the penmen of the fcriptures did 
not always underftand what they 


the difpenfation under which fome 
of them lived; and is intimated 
by Peter whem he fays, that the 
prophets * inquired and fearched 
diligently what, and what manner 
of time the fpirit of Chrift which 
was in them did fignify, when it 
teflified beforehand the fufferings 
rf 
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of Chrift and the glory that fhould 
follow.” 

In other paflages of feripture, 
thofe not excepted in which the 
writers relate fuch things as had 
fallen within the compais of their 
knowledge, we fhall be difpofed 
to believe the words were infpired, 
if we calmly and ferioufly weigh 
the following confiderations. 

If Chrift promifed to his difci- 
ples, that when they were brought 
before kings and governors for 
his fake, it fhould be given 
them in that fame hour what they 
fhould fpeak, and that the fpirit 
of their Father fhould fpeak in 
them” ; a promife which cannot 
be reafonably underftood to fign- 
fy jefs than that both words and 
fentiments fhould be dictated to 
them ; it is fully as credible, that 
they would be affited in the fame 
manner, when they wrote, efpe- 
cially as the record was to laft 
through all ages, and to be a rule 
of faith to all the nations of the 
earth. Paul affirms that he and 
the other apoftles fpoke, “ not in 
the words which man’s wifdom 
teacheth, but which the Holy 
Ghoit taught”’; and this general 
aflertion may be applied to their 
writings as well as to their fer- 
mons. Belides, every perfon who 
hath reflefted on the fubject, is 
aware of the importance of a pro- 
per ielection of words, in expreff- 
ing our fentiments ; and knows 
how eafy it is, for a heedlefs or 
unfkilful perfor, not only to injure 
the beauty, and weaken the effi- 
cacy of a difcourfe, by the impro- 
pricty of his language, but by 
fubitituting one word for another, 
(to which it feems to be equiva. 
lent) to alter the meaning and 
perhaps render it totally different. 
if then, the facred writers had 
not been direéted in the choice of 
words, how could we have been 


aflured, that thefe which they ! 





have chofen, were the moft pig. 
per? Is it not poffible, nay is it 
not certain, that they would have 
fometimes expreffed themfelyes 
inaccurately, as many of them 
were illiterate ; and by confe. 
quence would have obfcured and 
mifreprefented the truth? In this 
cafe how could our faith have fe. 
curely refted on their teftimony } 
Would not the fufpicion of error 
in their writings have rendered it 
neceflary, before we received them, 
to try them by the ftandard of 
reafon ; and would not the ay. 
thority and defign of revelation 
have thus been overthrown? We 
mutt conclude, therefore, that the 
words of fcripture are from God 
as well as tne matter; or we thal! 
charge him with a want of wildom, 
in tran{mitting his truths through 
a channel by which they might 
have been and moft probably would 
have been polluted. 

And as the f{criptures were de. 
figned to be tranflated into differ. 
ent languages, this made it more 
neceffary that they fhould be wnt- 
ten, at firit, with peculiar accura- 
cy and precifion. Men always 
write with exaétnefs when they 
expe their writings will be trant- 
lated into various languages. And 
upon this ground, we may reafon- 
ably fuppofe, that the Divine 
Spirit diated every thought aad 
werd to the facred penmen, to 
prevent, as much as polfible, cr- 
rors and miltakes from finally 
creeping into their writings by 
the tranflation of them into other 
languages. To the infpiration ot 
the words, the difference in tne 
ftyle of the facred writers feems 
to be an objection ; becaule, it 
the Holy Ghoit were the author 
of the words, the ftyle might be 
expected to be uniformly the fame- 
But, in anfwer to this objection, 
it may be obferved, that the D- 
vine Spirit, whofe operations a 











various, might a& differently on 
different perfons, according to the 
natural turn of their minds. He 
might enable one man, for in- 
flance, to write more fublimely 
than another, becaufe he was na- 
turally of a more exalted genius 
than the other, and the fubject 
affigned to him demanded more 
elevated language ; or he might 
produce a difference in the ftyle | 
of the fame man, by raifing, at 
one time, his faculties above their 
ordinary ftate, and by leaving 
them, at another, to aét according 
to their native energy, under his 
infpection and influence. Is it 
not reafonable to fuppofe that 
God diétated to each facred pen- 
man a manner and ftyle corref- 
ponding to his own peculiar ge- 
nius, education and manner of 
living 2? Were a parent to dictate 
a letter for a child, would he not 
diftate it in a manner and ftyle , 
fomewhat agreeable to the age, 
genius and attainments of the 
child? And is there not as much 
reafon, why God fhould diétate a | 
different manner and ftyle to the 
different authors of the old and 
new teftament, as why he fhould 
employ fo many men of fuch dit- 
ferent degrees of knowledge and 
refinement, to write the facred 
icriptures ? We do not difcover, 
therefore, any greater diverfity in 
the manner and ftyle of the facred 
penmen, than we might reafona- 
bly expect to find, m cafe they 
wrote exactly ‘¢ as they were mov- 


ed by the Holy Ghoit.” 











The following reafons were affigned 
by a reclaimed Infidel for re- 
nouncing Deifm and embracing 


Chriflianity. 
. » & HAT I never faw, heard 
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or read of any man, wo- 
man or child that was reformed, 
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either in whole or in part, by 
embracing theprinciplesof Deifm. 

2. That I have known hun. 
dreds, and heard of thoufands 
who have been reformed by em- 
bracing Chriftianity. 

3. ‘That I have known indaf- 
trious and fober men, who by im- 
bibing the principles of Deifm, 
almoft inftantly became defpe- 
rately wicked, and in many in- 
{tances dangerous members of civil 
fociety. 

4. That I have known fome 
Deifts, and many fcoffers at re- 
ligion, fpeedily and effectually 
turned from the moit abandoned 
practices, by the preach: ng of the 

gofpel, to a life of rightcoufnefs, 
which fhowed itfelf by fobriety, 
induftry, charity, brotherly kind- 
nefs and univerfal philanthropy. 

5. That I donot recolleé& ever 
hearing but one Deitt profefs re- 
ally to believe in a future ftate of 
rewards and punifhments. 

6. That I never met with a 
man, who profeffed to be a real 
Chriftian, but what built his prin- 
cipal hopes , upon the reality of a 
future ftate. 

7. That I cannot, in afl the 
Deiftical writings, find any law 
to prevent wickednefs, or encour- 
age virtue, with rewards and pun- 
ifhments annexed thereto. 

8. That in feripture all the 
crimes that man can poffibly com- 
mit are, under the fevereft penal- 
ties, forbid, and every poffible vir- 
tue inculcated and encouraged, by 
promifes of eternal and exceeding 
great rewards. 

g. Ihave known fome Deitfts, 
and read of many, who, at the 
apparent point of death, were fei- 
zed with the moft horrible defpair, 
uttering the moft bitter reflections 
againft themfelves for their total 










neglect of thofe duties command. 
edinthe gofpel. But who ever 
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heard orread of a Chriftian at the 
hour of death, defpairing of the 
mercy of God, becaufe he had all 
his life time rejected Deifm, and 
fhunned the company of its profef- 
fors? Or evenwhen long, fierce dif- 
eafes had fhaken the nervous fyf- 
tem, and raging fevers inflamed 
the blood, have they ever been fo 
far deranged as to wifh they never 
had been born, for not rejecting the 
Bible as a wicked and mifchiev- 
ous impofition onthe hyman race ? 


Mess’rs Epirors, 

IF you judge the following 
Memoir calculated to ferve the 
interefts of Chritt’s kingdom, you 


will pleafe to infert it in y 
H 


our 


ufeful Magazine. 1. 


R. James Tyzer was 

born at Branford, March 
aith, 1743. When he was nine 
vears old his father removed, and 
fettled in Waterbury, and was an- 
nexed to the fociety of Weitbury. 
The fubjeét of the prefent mem- 
oir appears to have known the 
Lord from his youth, for at the 
age of 22 years he made a public 
profeffion of religion. Upon his 
marriage he removed to Woodbu- 
ry, where he lived, beloved and 
refpected, till his death, June ft, 
1802, aged §9 years.—He was 
efteemed by al!, as a warm friend 
to the pecutiar dodtrines of grace. 
His delight was in the houfe of 
God, from which he was never 
abfent but upon extraordinary 
occafions, and he appeared as one 
of the real followers of Chrift.— 
For the fake of brevity I thall 
mention nothing more of his life 
in general. In his laft ficknefs, 
which was fevere and of three 
weeks’ duration, his light thone 
peculiarly before men. In the 
firit ftages of his difeafe, he com- 
plained greatly of darknefs, and 


the hidings of God’s face; yet 











exprefled unabated confidence ip 
the wifdom and retitude of the 
divine government. I faw him 
at this time, and to give him ap 
opportunity of expreffing the 
grounds of his hope, afked him gs 
follows 3 ** Your life has been as 
regular and moral as that of moft 
men—does this afford you any 
comfort as a ground of hope in 
your prefent condition’? The tear 


| flarted in his eye, and grief was 


depicted in his countenance. He 
anfwered, * No, no, my hope js 
grounded on the mere fovereion 
grace and mercy of God through 
Jefus Chrift.” The darkaefs 
feemed difpelled, and he fpake 
molt affeCtingly of the wonders of 
redeeming love and grace, and 
the fufficiency of the righteouf- 
nefs of Chrift, for the pardon and 
falvation of finners. But his lat 
day was evidently his beft day. 
During this day he appeared tobe 
bleffed with peculiar light and 
comfort from the prefence of the 
Lord, and remained in extacies of 
joy till he expired.—Being fenfi- 
ble in the morning that the time 
of his departure was at hand, he 
afked his wife if fhe was willing 
to have him dic. Upon her ex- 
prefling a with that he might live 
a little longer, he faid, ‘ How 
can you wifh to have me live, 
when it appears to be God’s will 
that I muit die?” He fpoke to 
her affectionately, and begged her 
to be willing that he fhould ¢e- 
part and be with Chrift.—He 
called one of his fons to his bed- 
ide, and requefted him to fing 
ihefe words ; 
“ Jefus the vifion of thy face 

Hath overpow’ring charms ; 
Scarce fhall I feel death’s cold embrace, 

If Chrift be in my arms. 
Then, while you hear my heart-firings 

break, 

How {weet the minutes roll! 
A mortal palenefs on my check, 

And glory in my foul.” 
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While thefe lines were fung, he 
attempted, notwithflanding his 
extreme weaknefs, to fing them 
himfelf: when through, he faid, 
« [ fhall foon be where I thall 
hear more melodious and fweeter 
mufic than this.’—A number of 
times he expreffed a great defire 
to be gone. With eyes raifed 
towards heaven, he often exclaim- 
ed, “ O Lord Jefus! why, why 
are thy chariot wheels fo long in 
coming ! but make me willing to 
wait thy time—thy time, Lord, is 
the beft time.””—-His numerous 
family being colle&ted at his re- 
queft, he addreffed them feverally, 
and according to their characters, 
in the moft folemn and affe€tion- 
ate manner. He exhorted his 
wife, and two others who were 
the profeffed followers of Chrift, 
to love religion and adorn the 
profeffion which they had made. 
The others he exhorted in the 
frongeft terms a dying father 
could ufe, to feek an intereft in 
Chrift. He painted to them in 
the moft itriking colors, the van- 
ity of all worldly purfuits—the 
unfatisfying nature of all worldly 
enjoyments—the uncertainty of 
life, and the importance of relig- 
ion. He expreffed the greateft 
Gefire to fee them all refolve, be- 
fore he departed, to forfake the 
world and follow Chrift. He 
then religned them all into the 
hands of God, and committed 
them to his holy care and keeping. 
—It was a folemn feafon to all 
prefent. The words of dying men 
are impreffive. While they ftood 
around his bed weeping, he faid, 
“ Weep not for me, butfor your- 
felves and your children.” Thefe 
words were repeated by him fo 
often, and with fuch emphafis, that 
at the requeft of the family, they 
were made the fubje€t of the fer- 
mon delivered on the occafion of 
his death.—He afked them ayd 
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others, repeatedly, if they were 
willing to part with him ; and if 
they were not, he expreffed fur- 
prife that they could even with to 
have him any longer, when he was 
about to make fuch a glorious ex- 
change.—He continued talking 
and exhorting through the day 
all who were prefent, and even to 
the laft. He was raifed above 
the fear of man, and what he faid 
was obferved to be pertinent to 
the character of the perfon ad- 
dreffed. He fpoke of Chrift and 
the fcheme of falvation by grace 
to all, with remarkable clearnefs 
and energy ; and through the day 
appeared like one on the borders 
of heaven, who could flay but to 
recommend his Lord and matter 
to his children and friends, and 
was then to be delivered from 
earth and tranfmitted to the world 
of glory. In converfation and 
exhortation he appeared remarka- 
bly affifted and ftrengthened, not- 
withftanding the extreme pains 
under which he labored. In the 
near pro{peét of death often would 
he repeat thofe words of Job xix. 
25, 26, 27. * For I know that 
my Redeemer liveth, and that he 
fhall ftand at the latter day upon 
the carth ; and though alter my 
{kin worms deftroy this body, yet 
in my flefh [I trutt}] I thal fee 
God—whom I fhall fee for my- 
felf, and my eyes fhall behold and 
not another.”’—After he had faid 
all he was able, to his wife, chil- 
dren, relations and others prefent, 
he told them he had nothing more 
to fay, and committed them again 
to the mercy of God. He ap- 
peared to have but onedefire more ; 
that if it was the will of God he 
might have an eafy pafflage thro’ 
the valley of the fhadow of death. 
The Lord hearkened to this his 
lat requeft, and he expired with- 
out a ftruggle or a groan. 
During the afternoon and eve- 
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ning he had frequent turns of 
fainting, and in ene of thefe, when 
a perfon mentioned that he was 
dying, he expreffed his belief that 
he fhould revive and continue ull 
midnight. At 12 0’clock exact- 
ly he breathed his lait, aud as we 
eharitably hope, exchanged earth 
for heaven. 

He had ful! poffeffion of reafon 
and {peech to the laft, and has left 
behind a {weet favor of the name 
of Chritt. 

“ Clafp’d in my heavenly Fathes’s arms, 

I wonld forget my breath, 

And lofe my life amid the charms 

Of fo divine a death.” 


Mess’rs Epitors, 


THE following Letter was 
lately addreffed to 2 particular 
friend, in a diflant town: If you 
think it will contribute to the de- 


fien of your Magazine, you are | 


delired to give it a place. 
ALANSON. 


Dear Sir, 


ROM fome cbfervations that 
paifed between us, I had 
reafon to fuppofe that you con- 
fidered me as the writer of the 


piece in the Evangelical Maga- | 


zine, No. 2. of Vol. II. refpect- 


ing the fpecial influences of the | 
I am ready to | 


fpirit of God. 
acknowledge I was the writer— 
and by the place that I hold in 
your friendfhip, I am emboldened 
to afk you to review it carefully. 


And I am perfuaded you will | 


find, if the dottrine be true, tha 
it is of unfpeakable importance. 


You will fee thofe influences to be | 


neceflary to prepare you as well as 
others for heaven—you will fee 
that you have not yet experienced 
them, and yet are a dying crea- 
ture, expofed every moment to 
pafs into eternity, where your re- 
ward will be biifs or mifery, ac- 


a Friend. Dic, 
cordingly as your works in th. 
body manifeft that you have o; 
have not experienced thofe infly. 
ences. 

Permit me then with plainnef: 
and folicitude to atk you, is it not 
of infinite importance that you 
think of your cafe without delay: 
Others experience thefe opera. 
tions and you do not. Others are 
by them led to a holy life—ty 
work out their falvation with fe 
and trembling—and you are ye: 
under the dominion of your fins 





—perhaps never felt much cdn. 
| cern about your fpiritual fate, 
You. read what others have felt, 
and find nothing of the fame kind 
in yourfelf—that thefe things ars 
vallly important, tut have had no 
weight with you. The gofpe 
| with all its excellencies lies before 
you; but you never was pleafed 
with it—you tafte not its falve 
tion; and dying fo, you never 
will. Is there not then fufficient 
reafon to exhort you, with earnei- 
| nels, to think of your ways—to for- 
| fake the foolifo, and live and go ia 
| the way of underflanding. A wat- 
| ter of fo much importance, where- 
in your everlafting well being 1s 
fo intimately concerned, deferves 
| more than a feeu moments of con 
| fideration. It deferves—it requires 
hours of retirement and attention. 
How is it poflible that you ca 
reft, till you have experienced 
'thofe influences which are necel- 
fary to your falvation ? You 
know that all other things of im- 
portance mu not be trifled with 
| —that delays are dangerous—aud 
| that you are told by the only Sar 
jour of men, to * itrive to ente? 
| In at the firait gate, for many hhall 

feek to enter in and fhall not be 
able.” How awful is the tho’t! 
Perhaps you conceive that . 
poffefs a degree of religion, tho 
your confcience will witnefs that 
you fearcely have fought to ent 


| 
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in at the ftrait gate. And you 
ina degree hope that you fhall 
arrive to heaven. What prefump- 
tion is this! You are, in fa, 
hoping that God’s word will not 
prove true. How criminal is this! 
The prefumptuous hope of the 
uaregenerate is in itfelf highly 
criminal and pregnant with de- 
fruétion. ‘They are hoping fora 
way to enter in which God has 
declared fhall not take place ;— 
thus hoping that he will falfify his 
word, 
one who does not ftrive to enter 
inat the ftrait gate. 
rot heinous? What would you 
think of the man that was contin- 
ually wifhing and endeavoring that 
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fays come unto me and I will give 
you reff. Never, Oh! never let 
it be faid of you, that at the laft 
you would not come unto Chrift that 
you might have life. Soon the 
writer of this and yourfelf will 
have pait the day of hope. We 
muft ftand before the judgment 
bar of that Jefus whom finners re- 
je&. And how fhall we appear ? 

I write to wake up your atten- 
tion. Unlefs you roufe to dili- 
gence, how can you efcape the 


This is the guilt of every | wrath tocome? May you review 


that piece and others in the Mag- 


And is it | azine ; and if they contain God’s 


truths it is no matter who wrote 
them. May you feel them. You 
are infinitely interefted in them. 





you might prove yourfelf unfaith- 
fulto your folemn declarations ? 
Dear fir—may you, and all in like 
crcumftances, think and tremble. 

Let me then intreat you to be 
earnef{t about your falvation. Give 
way to thofe ferious impreffions 
which I have known to begin to 
rife in you, upon reading the nar- | 
ratives in the Magazine. Do not | 
feek to be rid of them on any ac- | 
count. Apply to your Bible, 
and to the throne of grace, nor 
fear to have it known that you 
are ferious about a cafe for which 
Jefus did not difdain to come from 
heaven and die upon the crofs— 


| 
| 
| 


And you havé no reafon to expect 
thofe necefiary and facred influ- 
ences, unlefs you are in good ear- 
net engaged about them. That 
you may experience them to a 
faving degree, and thus become 
one of the heirs of glory, is the 
fincere prayer of 
Your friend, &c. 

LSE 
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Extraé of a leiter from a perfon 
in Weft-Rutland, Vermont, to a 
friend in ConneGicut, dated Sept. 
25th, 1803. 


“THE awakening here we 





a cafe which employs the concern 


hope is not at an end yet; but 


of angels, and to accomplith which | there is not that vilible engaged 


the Holy Spirit condefcends to 
take up his abode in the hearts of 
believers. 
and angels it is of infinite impor- 
tance, and they, doubtlefs, give it 


i0 more than its juft eftimation. | 


To trifle with it, is to charge God 
with folly as well as falfehood— 
with placing an unjull, an infinite 
cllimation upon a thing fo trifling 
43 not to merit your ferious notice. 
—How full of wickednefs is the 
human heart ! 

Dut Rand and wonder! Jefus 


In the view of God . 


' nefs which there has been. We 
| have conftant additions to the 
church. More than 100 have 
| joined this year. In Dorfet there 
| has been great attention the fum- 
mer pat. Ina Benfon there isa. 
| great work now going on. A 

neighbor of mine, who was there 
| the lait week, fays there appears 
| not to be a carelefs perfon in the 
| town. I am informed that about 
| 4 months ago they had a town 
" meeting,and appointed acommittee 
| to defire thew minifter to leave 
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the town. Very foon after this, 
the Lord’s hand was vilible among 
them.” 

«“ At Caftleton,thereisa promi- 
fing beginning. Numbers are un- 
der deep impreflions, and fome 
have obtained hopes.” 


Extrad of a letter froma perfon in 
Dorfit, dated Odober 20, 1803, 


toa Clergyman in Conne&icut. 


“ Tt is now about a year 
fince there firft appeared an unu- 
{ual attention to the things of re- 
ligion inthis place. But nothing 
very extraordinary took place ’till 
lalt fpring, when a folemnity, aw- 
ful as judgment, feized the minds 
of almoft all claffes of people in 
the fociety. Since that time we 
have witneffed a fcene truly afton- 
ifhing and glorious ! The mighty 

Xedeemer has rode forth conquer- 
ing and to conquer. Almighty 
power and grace have been glori- 
oufly triumphant. 
never before 


The 


witncfled. 


friends of Jefus have been all life | 


andengagednefs. Thro’ the mof 
bufy feafon of the year, they 
have pretty uniformly attended a 


religious meeting every day in the | 
hearts and their ' 
To them | 


eek. Their 
mouths have been full, 
indeed it has been a remarkably 
refrefhing time. 
been diftinguifhingly ftilland reg. 
ular. Nothing that an enemy 
could call enthufialtic, has ap- 
peared. 
age have been fubjects of the 
work ; but the principal harvett 
has been from among the youth. 
Tn one family, fix young perfons 
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have been hopefully fnatched from 
the power of Satan and united to 
Chrift. Forty-three have beep 
added to our communion—twen. 
ty-fix are propounded ; and there 
are not lefs than fixty who have 
manifefted hopes, but have not 
come forward. There is a mar. 
vellous work in Benfon, 40 miles 
north of this, and in feveral towns 
in that vicinity. Alfo in San. 
gate—and fome hopeful begin. 
nings in Rupert, Manchetter, 





Sucha day I | 


The work has | 


Perfons of almoft every 


Winhall, &c. Thefe things will 
| no doubt gladden your heart. 
| We much need your prayers that 
God would not take from us his 
holy {pirit.”’— 

Extraéd of a letter from Rev. Sam- 
uel Leonard, one of the Conned- 
cut Miffonartes, dated Poultney, 
Vermont, O08. 4th, 1803. 


“ Rev. Sir, 

“ WITH pleafure I affume 
| my pen to give you fome accouat 
of the ftate of religion in this 
| quarter. The awakening at Ben- 
fon, a town about eighteen miles 
| north of this, is very powerful in- 
| deed. There is fcarcely a family 
' inthe town that efcapes the fhower. 

In the north part of the State 
the wildernefs appears to bloffom. 
God is pouring out his fpirit in 
| fome towns and awakening finners 

to attend to the great concerns of 
eternity. Poultney is not wholly 
left. God is here manifefting 
himfelf to be fuperior to the craft 
inefs of Satan, and the pride and 
ftubbornefs of the human heart. 
Lait fabbath we received fourteen 
into the church, and fome more 
are to be examined next week.” 


tin 


Donations to the Miffionary Society of Connedicut. 
O38. 25th. A female friend of Miffions, bei of 
» 25/2. emaile friend o uutions, being a part o: 


a fortunate ticket, 

27th. A friend of Miffions, 
purchafe of books. 

Nine doz. Teftaments from fever 


Yee 


appropriated to the 


al friends of Miffions, 
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